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O “SKIP the advertisements,” as the thought- 
less do, is as bad as ‘‘killing the goose that 
lays the golden egg.” 

















The Lamb of God 


By D. M. M. 


EHOLD the Lamb of God, 
The Lamb once slain, 
Who grasped the reed as sceptered red, 
Who wreathed his brows with pain, 
Who bore erect sin’s direful load, 
And climbed the cross —to reign, 


Behold:the Lamb of God, 
The Lamb once slain. 

Through fields of light his chariot rode, ~— 
Archangels in his train. 

He entered his divine abode, 
And took the throne — to reign. 


Behold the Lamb of God, 
The Lamb once slain. 
Back to that earth which drank his blood » 
(The martyr-scars remain), . 
Back to the hills his tired feet trod 
He comes, a King — to reign. 








“But God” 


There are times when everything seems to be 
in our favor but—this or that overwhelming bur- 
den. We feel that we could live victoriously, but 
for that thorn in the flesh. We feel that life in our 
home circle, or office, or school, would be almost 
ideal but for that one person. So often there seems 


to be a hindering \or ugly “but” thrusting itself in 
between ourselves and the experiences we long for. 
Satan seems to be a master in the use of “buts.” But 
—have we stopped to think about God’s “buts”? 
The worst “but” that Satan, or sin, or self, or other 
human beings can thrust in our way is of no conse- 
ceanee when brought face to face with’ the “but” of 
od. Prebendary Webster, of England, coanmcnting 
on Joseph’s word to his brethren, “Ye thought evi 
against me; but God meant it unto good,” says: “ ‘But 
God.’ We are all so prane to use the ‘but’ of unbe- 
lief, to fall upon the “‘byt’\of some obvious difficulty 
and objection. You say, ‘I prayed so often, but no 
answer has come; I try so hard, but I am no better!’ 
Let go the ‘but’ of unbelief; switch on to the ‘but 
God,’ the ‘but’ of faith. Say what you like about 
your difficulties; say, if. you like, ‘My way is hid in 
darkness, my foes are thick and fierce, my strength 
is dried up like a potsherd’; but always finish up 
with, ‘But God*is the same; he knows, he cares, he 
loves.’” The barrier-buts of hindrance and opposi- 
tion and discouragement: must always give way to 
the blessed-buts of God, if we only believe him.., 


an 


‘What God Does with Sin. 


God does: not’ weave sin into the lives of - his 
redeemed ones, This seems. obvious-enough to any 
one who knows what the Gespel of salvation is. Yet 
illustrations are sometimes giyen that would teach 
this. Thus an.it sent for use in the Illustration . 


accepted, is the following: “A er once showed Rus- 
kin a costly handkerchief on which a blot of ink 
had been dropped. The handkerchief; she complained, 
was ruined; nothing was left but to throw it away. 
Ruskin said nothing, but took the handkerchief away 
with him. Shortly afterwards the lady received it 
back, but so changed that she could hardly believe 
it was the original. Using the blot as a basis, Ruskin 










had worked around it a beautiful, artistic design, 
changing what was valueless and ruined into a thin 
of beauty. So Christ takes the blotted lives a | 
transforms them.” That is a pretty fancy, but it is 
not the Gospel. God never permits a sin that is 
brought to him to remain in the life of the repentant, 
confessing sinner. “As far as the east is from the 
west, so far hath he removed our transgressions 
from us.” “For thou hast cast all my sins behind thy 
back.” “I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy trans- 
gressions for mine own sake; and I will not remem- 
ber thy sins.” “I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, 
thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins.” “Be- 
hold, the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of 
the world!” “Now once at the end of the ages hath 
he been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice 
of himself.” That is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and it is Good News indeed. 


a 


Preserved 


Do we really believe God, when he pledges us 
his .Word' that he will save all’ who have committed 
‘themselves. to his Son?. If we do, there is nothing 
to worry about.. And whether we believe God or 
not, if we. have really given.ourselves into his keep- 
ing there is nothing to worry about. “If we are 
‘faithless, he -abideth faithful; for he cannot deny 
himself” (2 Tim, 2:13). “The Lord preserveth all 
them that love him,” his Word declares. And some 

e has made @ quaint observation on this: “The 

‘al? them that love him, so if ‘we love 
him we are a dish of the Lord’s preserves, and what 
the Lord preserves we reed never worry about spoil- 
ing. ‘We may sdmetimes feel a bit pressed when he 
cans us and shaps down the cover, keeping out the 
germs: and bacteria; but some day, when he has 
choice company, he will unsnap the spring, and re- 
move the pressure and set us before him on his table 
in the presence of royalty.” 


Wilderness Men 


“Who is this that. cometh up from the wilderness, 
like pillars of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and 
frankincense, with all powders of the merchant? Be- 
hold, it is the litter of Solomon; threescore mighty 
men are about it, of the mighty men of Israel” (Song 
of Solomon 3:6, 7). 


HERE is something compelling about wilder- 
ness men; an independence, assurance, rugged- 
ness, freedom, and bigness that inspire admira- 

tion and respect. The Arab chieftain and our own 

Western cowboy both savor of the untrammeled 

world in which they move. int 

The solitude of the wilderness, its silence and still- 
ness together with its broad vistas, fills it with a 
spirit of the heroic at once stern and generous. No 
wonder, then, that men nurtured in such surroundings 
do not fit-in the common mold and that they so often 
have a message peculiarly their. own. 

When apostate Israel had to be called back to the 
fear of God, it was Elijah the Tishbite, unheralded 
and unsought, who with startling suddenness pro- 
claimed the message of Jehovah.. He, the man of the 
brook, of Carmel and of Horeb, whose exhausted 


_ strength was ‘revived under the juniper tree in the 


wilderness, had in the solitudes learned to know the 
Eternal. 

David, the shepherd king, whose brother derisively 
asked him with whom he had left the few sheep in 
the wilderness, had from that despised wilderness 
drunk a spirit which, after more nurture in the 
waste places, was to.make him a leader of his peo- 
ple. In his apartness he learned the music of the 
Shepherd Psalm. 

Moses, in. Midian, grew in the solitude until he 
could look, first upon the burning bush at the: back 
of the wilderness and later upon God himself at 
Sinai. Here he was given the trust, the fortitude, 
the wisdom, that made him poet, statesman, warrior, 
end. the Old- Testament mediator between man and 

od: 

The forerunner of the Lord “grew, and waxed 


strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of 
his showing unto Israel.” So completely was he 
there brought into atcord with God that when asked 
about himself he said,.“I am the voice of One crying 
in the wilderness.” Here then began that last national 
call to the chosen people to repentance. In the desert 
they had been transformed from a horde of slaves 
into a nation, and when they forgot their Lord Hosea 
says of them, “Behold, I will allure her, and bring 
ao pene the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto 

i. 

When Jesus “was baptized of John in the Jordan 
... a voice came out of the heavens, Thou art my 
beloved Son, in thee I am well pleased. And straight- 
way the Spirit driveth him forth into the wilderness, 
And he was in the wilderness forty days tempted of 
Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the 
angels ministered unto him.” Later we read of him, 
“And in the morning, a great while before day, he 
rose up and went out, and departed into a desert 
place, and there prayed,” and again, “But he with- 
drew himself in the deserts, and prayed.” 

Paul, speaking of his first years of Christian 
life, says, “Neither went I up to Jerusalem to 
them that were apostles before me; but I went away 
into Arabia.” May we not, in view of the fact that 
so much of this country is waste, reverently assume 
that this journey into Arabia was a sojourn in the 
wilderness, and that there he learned much of which 
he later says, “I received of the Lord that which 
also I delivered unto you.” ; 

The last inspired message was received by him who 
was “in the islé that is called Patmos, for the word 
of God and the. ‘testimony of Jesus.” From these 
wave-washed desolate cliffs comes the final wilder- 
ness message, inexpressibly sublime in its matchless 
symbolism. 

Thus through the entire inspired Book runs the 
story of the wilderness, and always, “How dreadful is 
this place! this is none other than the house of God, 
and this is the gate of heaven” (Gen. 28:17). 

And so it is yet. Here in the wilderness, the soli- 
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tude, apart from the crowded avenues, is the home 
of the spiritual. When hunger and leanness come 
upon the soul, then with Bryant: 
“Go forth, under the open sky, and list 
To Natures teachings, while from all around — 
Earth and her waters, and the depths of air — 
Comes a still voice.” 


To the spiritual man, this is not only the voice of 
nature, but of Him who spoke to Elijah at Horeb. 
The results will be, to use the words of Sidney 
Lanier: 

“As the marsh-hen secretly builds on the watery sod, 
Behold I will build me a nest on the greatness of God; 
I will fly in the greatness of God as the marsh-hen flies 
In the freedom that fills all the space ’twixt the marsh 

and the skies; 

By so many roots as the marsh-grass sends in the sod 

I will heartily lay me a-hold of the greatness of God.” 


Why is the wilderness so gh gr wee Because 
of its solitude. No medley of discordant: sounds 
there; one tone only, —the vibration of the Eternal. 
With no distracting noises, it becomes at once ap- 
parent whether the tone of one’s life, however small 
its amplitude, vibrates in harmony or at discord: with 
this divine music. Possibly the heartstring’s note is 
painfully harsh. Silence it then, reledse its tension, 
and let the Great Musician attune it until it ins 
to sway in unison with the great undertone of God, 
faintly, to be sure, and scarce audibly at first, ‘but 
nevertheless an overtone, however slight, in perfect 
harmony and adding its bit of fulness to the praise. 
Here in the sweetness and beauty as well as grah- 
deur and sternness of the wilderness are just two per- 
sons, yourself and God. For you, and you alone, he 
veils the distant horizon with purple softness and 


calls forth the rose-colored light of dewy morn.’ 


For you he draws the crimson folds over the sunset 
skies. To you alone he appears in the lightning’s 
flashes or the noonday sun; to you is addressed the 
voice of thunder, and the silent thoughts out of the 
bright-starred blackness of the night. 

ut let us-always remember that the grandeur and 
the beauties, the stillness and the voices, of the wilder- 
ness, though God himself is there and is speaking, 
can nevér bring a sinful, needy, fost man to that 
reconciliation with God which he must have to ‘be 
saved. No man, by going out into the : wilderness, 


‘‘wilderness. 


THE: SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


and by any mere wilderness experience, can ever 
know God. The whole message of the Word of God 
is, not that we can find God in the wilderness, but 
that we can find God only in Christ,— He who alone 
can make the “wilderness like Eden,” and the “desert 
like the garden of the Lord.” Every Old Testament 
character who found God in the wilderness was 
supernaturally granted by God a manifestation of 
Himself that went utterly beyond all the voices of 
nature. God revealed himself to Moses, and Elijah, 
and David, and John the Baptist as a God of grace 
as well as of law. The apostks Paul and John were 
shown, by the Holy Spirit, such inexpressible and in- 
exhaustible riches of the “God of all grace” through 
Jesus Christ their Lord as the myriad voices of God’s 
natural world in the wilderness could ‘not have taught 
them in a lifetime. 


This truth is clearly revealed, in tragic contrast, 


“by the many writings about wilderness experiences 
‘that “wilderness men” have given us who found only 


God’s nature, but never the God of nature, in the 
f _ The names of American and Canadian 
writers, living and dead, occur to one, who were of 


‘rare talent, their human spirits gifted far et 


the ordinary, and who have gone out into the wilder- 
ness and have written in classic phrase of the sheer 
beauties and grandeurs there, but who have never 
found God, and who, through their wilderness ex- 
periences, have never led another soul to God. For 


‘the wilderness alone could not teach them of Grace. 


It took the Son of God, incarnated, humbling himself, 
and becoming “obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross,” pouring out his life-bhlood as he was 
made sin for us and received the penalty of our sins, 
to consummate the work of the grace of God and 
reconcile to God men who would otherwise have 
spent time and eternity in the wilderness of complete 
and final separation from God. That revelation of 
God is given in God’s Book, his only Word, that men 


‘may “believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 


and that believing ye might have life through his 
name.” 

“Come ye yourselves,” then, “apart into a desert 
place,” not with the purpose of forever withdraw- 
ing from a.needy world, but to “rest a while” in 
order to be able the better to set the loaves and fishes 


‘before the hungering multitudes. 





Should Unbelievers 
Sing in Christian Choirs ? 


If a Jew, member of a choir in a Protestant church, 
who denies in his heart the divinity of Jesus, yet says 
in singing, “Other refuge have I none,” “Thou, O 
Christ, art all I want,” and other like references to our 
Lord, do you think such worship is acceptable to God? 
Please state Scriptural reasons pro and con.—A Vir- 
ginia Subscriber, 


Nothing that any one can do is “acceptable to 
God” while that one is rejecting God’s unspeakable 
gift of love and grace and salvation offered through 
the death of his only Son Jesus Christ. Men are 
only “accepted in the beloved” (Eph. 1:6). That is, 
all men, by nature “dead in trespasses and sins” and 
living in enmity against God, are saved only through 
faith in Jesus Christ, “to the praise of the glory of 
his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted im the 
beloved.” Christian hymns and music are a Godsor- 
dained form of worship by praise of God, — “to the 
praise of the glory of his grace,”—and how can 
there be any worship or any praise of God’s grace 
when one rejects Christ and thereby flings back 
upon God His grace and love? 

Here is God’s .Word about singing: “Let the word 
of Christ dwell in you richly; in all wisdom teach- 
ing and admonishing one another with psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in 
your hearts unto. God. And me or nine ye do, in 
word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” 
(Col. 3:16, 17). There can be no singing acceptable 
to God except as Christ is the center and motive and 
goal of it all. 

Again God says, in an Epistle which “contains the 
highest Church truth”: “Be filled with the Spirit; 
speaking one to another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your 
heart to the Lord; giving thanks always for all things 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even 
the Father” (Eph. 5: 18-20). There can be no true 
melody in the life of one who, by rejecting Christ, 
is in utter discord with God. 

. A Christian church choir is peculiarly in a position 
of leadership in a Christian congregation. Its part 
ir €he' service ought to be as distinctively spiritual 
as the sermon or the prayers. God has given us 
music to lift us from earth to Heaven into his very 
presence. The prominence of music actually in 
Heaven, in his personal presence, is made very promi- 
nent in the Revelation which gives us such marvel- 
ous, inspired glimpses of God’s own country and. the 


occupation of the redeemed who are before him. 
The Word of God would seem to answer very con- 
clusively the question as to whether unbelievers should 
attempt to lead a congregation of God’s people in 
the worship of the Lamb. 
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A Prize Offer on Sunday-School Music 


There are some Sunday-schools in which the 
music is instantly noticeable for its beauty, its vol- 
ume, and its worshipfulness. 

There aré other Sunday-schools in which the music 
is of so indifferent or uncertain a character that it 
does not seem to help much in the work of the school. 

When the music in a Sunday-school is all that it 
ought to be, this is never a mere accident, a “happen 
so.” Some one of vision and of ability has, under 
God, made the music successful in that school. 

The Sunday School Times invites its readers to 
help one another in this important matter by respond- 
ing to the editorial call here given to participate 


in a prize contest on the subject, 


How We Made Our Music a Success 


Such an article should tell in a definite, practical 
way just what steps were taken to bring the music 


-of your Sunday-school on to the best basis. 


How was the right kind of musical accompaniment 
secured, whether piano, two or three instruments, or 
an orchestra? 

What ‘sort of leadership has been found important 
and successful? 

How is the interest of the school aroused and 
maintained in the hymns sung? 

_ What is done to make the hymn selections wholly 
in keeping with the lesson or spirit of the day? 

How often are new hymns learned, and is hymn 
memorizing encouraged ? 

How do you get the school to recognize and ap- 
propriate the thought of the words, and not be 
carried away with the music only? 

How much practising of: hymns is done, and is 
thas outside of the Sunday-school session, or within 
the session? 

These questions and others, answered from suc- 
cessful, actual experience, will be immensely helpful 
to thousands of Sunday-school workers. 
_Manuscripts should be of from one thousand to 
eighteen hundred words in length, typewritten on one 
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side of the sheet, and mailed to “Music Editor, The 
Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia,” by or before November 10, 1922. 

All articles that may not win the prize, but that are 
acceptable for publication will be retained by The 
Sunday School Times and paid for at usual rates. 
For the best article on this subject The Sunday School 
Times will pay 


A Prize of $25 in Gold 
a 
Are You an Ascetic? 


Asceticism is commonly supposed to mean severe 
self-denial. And it is that; the word “ascetic” is 
defined, of the time of the early church, as-“one who 
devoted himself to ... extreme self-denial, and self- 
mortification; . . . hence, one who practises extreme 
rigor and self-denial in religious things.” 

here is the peril of asceticism when one has wholly 
surrendered his life to the mastery of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and has given up sins of luxury or extrava- 
gance, love of dress or jewelry or other fine things, 
and self-indulgence of every sort. Then Satan may 
try to drive one beyond the will of God and falsely 
lead one to do without certain things that God would 
not have given up. 

In connection with this common mistake in the 
consecrated Christian life, the late Dr. C. I. Scofield 
wrote a searching word in a personal letter, sev- 
eral years ago, to the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times, which is worth taking to heart by all Chris- 
tian people: ¢ 

But asceticism is a deeper, deadlier thing. ... In 

its root it is a subtle return to righteousness by works, 

and that means self-satisfaction and is the end for \ 
the time, and so long as it lasts, of the dependent faith- 
walk by grace. The usual form of it in our day is the 
negative morality. A stiff, rheumatic old deacon of 
mine used to boast that he did not dance! The formula 
is: “I do not play cards; I do not dance; I do not 
attend places of amusement.” And of course all that 
may be true in a life utterly devoted to nioney getting 
—in other words, idolatry, and with every item of- James 
4:1-4.and in face of Jamtes 5 : 1-3. 


It is interesting to note the root meanit 
cetic.” The word comes from the Gree 
meaning to-exercise, labor, strive, practise gym 


of, “as- * 
askein, 


nase” 
tics. This confirms the illuminating wotd of De ~ 


Scofield. Ascetism, is,.a denial of the doctriné’ of: 
It isa form of working for ‘our salvation, -' 

race” 
have ye been saved ‘throtigh ‘faith atid “that not of” 


grace. 


—and that, no man cai évér’ do.” “For by 
yourselves, it is the gift of God;.not:of. works, that no 


man should glory” (Eph. 2:8, 9). 


aa 
What Is It to “* Be a Christian ” ? 


I want you to give, to meet real life needs, your 
honest convictions as to 

What it Means to be a Christian. 

How to Become a Christian. 

In wide investigations it is amazing what little con- 
tent vast multitudes put into the term “Christian,” 
which fact would seem to call for a new evaluation in 
the light of God’s infallible Word. 

I am a Fundamentalist utterly opposed to the Fos- 
dick type of thought set forth in his.latest scattered 
and scattering message on “The New Knowledge and 
the Christian Faith,” as I know you are. If ever we 
needed a journal like The Sunday School Times it is 
now.—A South Carolina Minister. 


.To be a Christian is to have experienced the super- 
natural new birth from above which the Holy Spirit 
instantaneously accomplishes in every one who be- 
lieves in Jesus Christ as the Son of God and as one’s 
own personal Saviour. “As many as received him, 
to them gave he the right to become children of God, 
even to them who believe on his name; who -were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 


of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:12, 13).:: 


This new birth is called “regeneration,” or . being ::. 


“born again.” Into the body and spirit and being of 
such a believer Christ himself enters, through this 
new birth, and remains forever within that one as 
that one’s life. 
what is the riches of the glory of this mystery, . .. 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. i: 
27). “And the witness is this, that God gave unto 
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that 
hath the Son hath the life; he that hath not the Son 
of God hath not the life” (1 John 5:11, 12). 

We become Christians, not by anything we can do 
for God, but by accepting what God has done for 
us in the gift and finished work of his Son as our 
Substitute and Saviour. “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth on him should not perish, but have 
eternal life” (John 3:16). The only “work” pos- 
sible to man, for salvation, is belief, or faith! 
“Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work 
of God, that ye believe on hin whom he hath sent” 
(John 6:29). “To him that worketh not, but be- 
lieveth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith 
is counted for righteousness” (Rom. 4:5). “Because 
if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, 
and shalt believe in thy heart that God raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved” (Rom, 10:9). 


For “God was pleased to make known - -. 
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| England’s Keswick Convention This. Year 


Outstanding speakers and their messages By the Rev. W. H. 
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ories of past Conventions at Keswick, ft is 
natural that, after an absence of eight years, 
I should have anticipated the Convention this year 
with keen interest. It has been my. privilege to at- 
tend Conventions in quite a number of places in 
America, as well as in two or three in China, but 
Keswick is different from them all. There is an 
indefinable something that stamps the Convention 
in the little Cumberland town as unique among all 
the gatherings of God’s people to-day. 
What does Keswick mean to-day? After an ex- 


A I have so many delightful and precious mem- 


istence of over forty years, what does it say, what 


can it say, to Christians of the present time? 

First and foremost, it stands for the great New 
Testament doctrine of sanctification by faith (Acts 
26:18). As such, it is the complement of the Re- 
formed doctrine of justification by faith. Many of 
the greatest and most potent results of Keswick have 
been due to the realization of the truth that, just as 
the sinner is to receive Christ as his Saviour by faith 
because he has no power to win or merit or work 
for salvation himself, so the saint has to receive sanc- 
tification by faith because he, too, has no power of 
himself to accomplish anything as of himself in 
the spiritual life. As Mr. Evan Hopkins so often 
used to point out, Christ is made unto us righteous- 
ness for the past, sanctification for the present, and 
redemption for the future\ (1 Cor, 1:30), and it is 
the appropriation by faith of this one and complete 
Lord Jesus Christ that constitutes salvation for the 
past, present, and future. Just as Romans 3 teaches 
the inability of the sinner to justify himself, so 
Romans 7 shows the similar inability of the saint 
to sanctify himself. The life of sanctification begins 
with a “crisis”; it continues with a “process”; and it 
will be crowned hereafter with completeness. The 
true New Testament teaching on holiness is not jus- 
tification ‘by faith and sanctification by fighting, but 
both justification and ‘sanctification through faith in 
one and the same Saviour and Lord. 

Christian Unity and Missionary Emphasis 

Arising out of this doctrine of Scriptural holiness, 
two great results have long been visible in connec- 
tion with the Keswick Convention. The one is the 
expression of and emphasis on Christian unity. The 
familiar words, “All One In Christ Jesus,” over the 
platform in the tent have been an outstanding wit- 
ness to the fundamental spiritual realities which 
unite Christians, though, to quote the statement of 
the Council, this witness . . . “does not imply agree- 
ment on matter beyond the scope of the Convention.” 

The other outcome of Keswick is its missionary 
activity. The necessary result of holiness is service, 
and when the former is emphasized, the latter is seen 
to be its inevitable sequel. Certainly, if our life is 
what it ought to be, evangelism and missionary ef- 
fort will follow as a matter of course. And Kes- 
wick has long pointed in this direction. 

One thing more which I hope will be of inter- 
est to English Christians and lead to definite inter- 
cession. Several decades ago, an Englishman, Mr. 
William Raws, who had settled in the Cinited States, 


‘ started a Christian rescue work. for drinking men 


and called the place “Keswick.” In his younger days 
he had been an artist and had spent much time at 
beautiful. Keswick in England. He gave the name 


“Keswick” to his mission, not only because it re- 
‘ minded him of the favorite haunts of his younger 
days, but because he cherished. a hope _ that 


-yamounted to a conviction, that God would some 


day make it a place for holding Bible Con- 
ferences similar to those of the famous English 
Bible Conference center. Mr, Raws is now “at home 
with the Lord,” but the work was continued by his 
wife and son, and many a poor wanderer has been 
led back to sobriety and also won to Christ by this 
means. few years ago, conditions in America 
changed, mainly as the result of Prohibition, and the 
need of this form of rescue work became much less 
pressing. Mrs. Raws and her son thereupon offered 
the property gratuitously to a little company of God’s 
people called the Victorious Life Testimony, which 
for several years has held Conventions in the United 
States similar to that of Keswick. The hope of Mr. 
William Raws 1s therefore likely to be fulfilled, for 
already small conferences have been held there, and 
when money is forthcoming the place will be made 
suitable for larger gatherings of the Keswick Con- 
vention type. 

The place is in the state of New Jersey, and. covers 
six hundred acres of ground. It is a delightful prop- 
erty with three lakes, but as, unlike Keswick, there is 
no town available, it will be necessary to provide 
accommodation for those who attend. I cannot con- 
ceive of anything more directly useful to American 


Coming out of Oxford, the intellectual center of 
Engiand, not only as a graduate from the Univer- 
sity, but also as a clergyman to whose ministry as 
Principal of Wycliffe Hall many leading British 
clergymen owe the formative influences of their 
lives, it must have been a privilege indeed for Dr. 
Thomas to meet with old friends on his recent 
visit to his native land. And what better rendez- 
vous than Keswick? It is gratifying to learn from 
this report that the Keswick platform was free 
from Modernism, with which it had been threat- 
ened a few years ago. 














Christianity than for some wealthy Christian to make 
it possible for the place to become a center for sum- 
mer Conventions. I have had the great privilege of 
association with this Movement since its inception in 
1913, and there is no other body of Christians in 
America which lays the same emphasis on the truth 
of sanctification by faith as taught at Keswick. Its 
Conferences have been wonderfully blessed, and the 
teaching has been received with avidity and joy by 
very many. 

It was with great interest and joy that the Kes- 
wick Council received a cablegram of greeting from 
the Victorious Life Conference at Stony Brook, and 
I was commissioned to send a reply, which I under- 
stand was read at Stony Brook. 

Over 40 years ago, Canon Harford-Battersby, then 
Vicar of St. John’s, Keswick, received a great bless- 
ing at a conference held at Oxford, and on his re- 
turn home he commenced a convention in his own 
parish at Keswick. The start was small and insignifi- 
cant, but during the years the convention grew into 
the famous Keswick of the present day. Some years 
ago, there were over five thousand in attendance, 
with two large tents for meetings, each holding 
twenty-five hundred people. The attendance this 
year was larger than it has been for several years 
past. One circumstance which contributed materially 
towards this delightful recovery of oldtime features, 
interfered with somewhat during the World War, 
was the renewed co-operation of the railway company, 
which after a lapse of several years arranged once 
again to run what is known as the “Keswick Spe- 
cial” train from London on the Friday morning pre- 
ceding the convention. So large was the number of 
people needing transportation in this way that two 
special trains had to be chartered. It was a keen 
interest to see On the platform of the London sta- 
tion many familiar faces and to observe the greet- 
ings of friends from different parts of the country. 
One railroad official remarked that “there was more 
her mg on that platform than had ever been known 

efore.” 


Taking a Day to Pray Before Meeting 


Originally the convention proper commenced on 
the Monday evening, preceded by preparatory ser- 
mons in the various churches of the town on the 
Sunday, but this year it had been decided to include 
the preceding Saturday, devoting that day to special 
prayer. The attendance on the Saturday was so large 
that it naturally led people to ‘wonder how the crowds 
yet to arrive could be accommodated. The spirit of 
prayerful expectation was also very marked. 

To the deep regret of very many, Prebendary 
Webb-Peploe was unable to be present, and a pro- 
gram without his name was uncOmmonly strange, 
because, with about one exception, he has been a 
prominent and valued speaker each year since Kes- 
wick commenced. A hearty telegram from the con- 
vention was. sent to him and a reply was received 
from this honored servant of God, who at the age of 
well over eighty is still bearing his testimony to the 
Gospel, though, of course, amidst the inevitable weak- 
nesses associated with age. 

The presence of Bishop Taylor-Smith, Chaplain- 
General to the British Army, was particularly wel- 
come, and his messages were at once simple and 
striking. The Bishop has a wonderful gift of terse, 
epigrammatic statement and many of his phrases 
will be remembered and passed on. Thus, on. speak- 
ing on 1 Kings chapter 17 he described Ahab as 
“seeking grass instead of grace.” In another of his 
addresses he described the spiritual situation in the 
words, “in the heart of man a cry, in the heart of 
God supply,” and he also referred to the Christian 
life as marked by “a new song instead of an old 
sigh.” One of the Bishop’s prayers before speaking 
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was remembered by his hearers and has already been 
used by others: “O Lord, uphold me that I may up- 
lift Thee.” 

The sermons on the two Sundays in the various 
churches were attended by large crowds, and it was 
particularly interesting to see in the announcements 
the names of Anglican speakers at the convention as 
the preachers in churches of other denominations. It 
is one of the delightful features of Keswick that with 
hardly any mention of the word “unity” and certainly 
without presenting any schemes, the convention has 
done much since its commencement for the sake of 
what the New Testament describes as “the unity of 
the Spirit.” 

Dr, F. B. Meyer was a welcome speaker, and his 
addresses were much appreciated, It seemed to many 
that he was renewing his spiritual youth, for his 
testimonies were marked with a graciousness that 
made a deep impression on the hearers. 

The Rev. W. Graham Scroggie gave several ad- 
dresses, all illustrating his exceptional analytical 

ower, his keen insight into spiritual realities, and 
is almost unique clearness in presenting his point, 
Those who heard him on the subject of “Divine 
Guidance,” telling of how to enter upon and continue 
in God’s way, will not soon forget the masterly pres- 
entation. Another address of uncommon force and 
power was on “Unpossessed Possessions,” from 1 
Kings wie in which he emphasized the three ele- 
ments of Vision, Venture, and Victory. I always 
find it a joy and help to listen to this beloved brother 
as he unfolds the truth of God. 

Dr. Smellie was only present for two or three days, 
but his address on Galatians 2: 20 was marked by all 
his well-known features ‘of literary allusion, felici- 
tous illustration, spiritual insight, and gracious man- 
ner. "4 


Hearing the East Anglia Revival Leader 


To very many, perhaps to most, the addresses of the 
Rev. A. Douglas Brown were the outstanding feature 
of this year’s eetrny. It is well known that Mr. 
Brown has been greatly used of God in connection 
with revival in the eastern counties of England dur- 
ing the last year and a half, and his messages at Kes- 
wick were trumpet-calls to revival. It was probably 
not quite the best arrangement to give him one of 
the series of Bible readings, because his strength is 
not in teaching but in exhortation and appeal. But 
Mr. Brown very wisely ignored this and adhered to 
his own line, and the result was impressive and far- 
reaching. Few will ever forget the solemn and search- 
ing appeal to find out whether, in spite of our pro- 
fessions Of consecration, there is still any “bleating 
of sheep and lowing of oxen” (1 Sam. 15:14) in 
our lives. The way in which this address was re- 
ferred to in public and private during the remaining 
days of the convention showed unmistakably how 
deeply the message had gone home. ; 

Another welcome visitor was the Sadhu Sundar 
Singh, whose appearance in his saffron robe made him 
a conspicuous figure. He gave only one address, but 
this was full of fine and forceful testimony to Christ 
and was listened to with keen interest by the vast 
crowd which filled and overflowed the tent. The 
emphasis on the necessity of a spiritual experience 
and the danger of knowing about Christ without 
knowing him were forcibly presented, and both the 
Sadhu’s face and his testimony were a paneenanen. 
_One of the unique features of Keswick is the mis- 
sionary meeting at the close of the convention. It 
lasts for three hours, and after a selection of speakers 
representing various mission fields have given their 
brief ten-minute messages, an address is delivered 
pressing home the missionary claim. This year, Mr. 
Scroggie was the speaker, and his words were full 
of solemn point and force. After a brief exposition 
of Scripture he made a fourfold appeal: to parents 
to let their children go; to young people to go them- 
selves; to Christian people with money to consecrate 
their possessions to Christ; and: to all present to 
make missions a special subject of prayer and inter- 
cession as never before. It was thrilling to hear Mr. 
Scroggie say that his wife and son, who were pres- 
ent, would be the first to stand with him in token of 
readiness on their part to allow the son to go, and 
on his part to go if the Lord opened the way. The 
son has just graduated at one of the Scottish uni- 
versities, 

Another of the special and delightful features of 
the convention are the opportunities afforded to 
speakers to visit various house parties after the eve- 
ning meetings. Thus, to refer to my own experience 
only, out. of my ten days at Keswick I paid visits 
on nine evenings, including gatherings of Oxford 
and Cambridge undergraduates, army officers, clergy- 
men of Scottish churches, the Christian Alliance for 
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Women and Girls, and women students from mis- 
sionary training colleges. These informal gather- 
ings at the close of the day often afford a rare op- 
portunity for clinching decisions and confirming im- 
pressions made at the convention meetings. There 
is scarcely — mére enjoyable during the con- 
vention than these house parties, representing as they 
do either circles of friendship or representatives of 
churches, or organizations of work. To give one 
instance only out of many more, one house was filled 
with a large party of young people representing what 
is known in England as the Young Life Campaign, 
which holds missions for young people under the 
leadership of two brothers, Mr. Frederick and Mr. 
Arthur Wood. These young people held song serv- 
ices on the edge of the lake each evening after the 
meetings, and it was particularly interesting to ob- 
serve how people in boats would come around and 
join in the singing. In some of these boats were peo- 
ple from island holiday homes on the lake, and a 
man in one of the boats was impressed and led to 
Christ by what he heard. 

From all this it can easily be understood that when 
we came away from Keswick it was with hearts full 
of thanksgiving to God for the wonderful blessing 
gone in answer to prayer. An accident a few 

ays before the convention, which prevented the use 
of one of the large tents, caused some dislocation 
of plans, for it was computed that well over three 
thousand people were present. But everything was 
overruled for good. ‘To me, attending after eight 
years of absence from England, it was an especial 
joy to realize afresh that Keswick was still full of 
spiritual power and blessing. Everything was sub- 
ordinated to the one purpose of emphasizing the need 
of personal holiness and consecration, and ton more 
and more convinced that in strict adherence to this 
object alone lies the secret of the power of this 
great gathering. From time to time people have 
criticized it for its silence about social wrongs of 
our time, and on the questions of drink, labor, and 
international peace. But Keswick is wise in limit- 
ing itself to the sole aim of emphasizing the inner 
life of God’s people, so that they in turn may make 
(as they do) their own practical applications to the 
various aspects of daily life. A writer in the Life 
of Faith lately said that at the present time Kes- 
wick is the one movement that concentrates all its 
thought on the important question of personal holi- 
ness. There are many conferences for Bible study, 
missions, and social reform, “but Keswick must re- 
main loyal to its first love and its first work.” With 
this I heartily agree, and it is not too much to say 
that as long as Keswick rings true to its primary 
God which has marked it for so long. 

Perhaps it may be permitted me to say that to 
object it will continue to obtain that blessing of 
many of us it was a great joy to observe how the 
convention rang true to the supreme authority and 
Divine inspiration of Scripture. No uncertain sound 
was heard in regard to these realities, and if any 
one should possibly be disposed to favor the Higher 
Critical view of Scripture he is certainly wise enough 
to keep it to himself, for there is perhaps no place 
in which the new views of Scripture are shown to be 
so groundless and powerless from the standpoint of 
personal experience as at Keswick. The convention 
has been blessed because it has honored the Word 
of God, and obviously it is for this reason that God 
is able to use Keswick, for apart from the Divine 
authority and historical truth of Scripture the Holy 
Spirit has nothing on which to work. 
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How We Maintain Our Sunday- 
School Orchestra 


By Robert M- Coyle 




















Mr. Coyle, who is the head of one of the largest 
insurance agencies in Philadelphia, grew up 
in the Bethany Sunday-school. Now that Mr. 
Wanamaker has passed his eighty-fourth birth- 
day, Mr. Coyle, as associate superintendent of 
the Sunday-school, is the most active man at 
Bethany. The “Orders of Service’ for which 
Bethany is famous are his products. The or- 
chestra of twenty-eight pieces is the result 
largely of Mr. Coyle’s wise planning. 


HENEVER I am asked to make any general 
suggestions for Sunday-school music, or indeed 
on any subject connected with Sunday-school work, 
I feel a hesitancy because my experience has been 
with one school only, and that school a large One, 
but I think I can appreciate some of the troubles 
the superintendent of a small school might have. 
gIn certain portions of the country, I should think 
that even the small school could have a very good 
orchestra, while even large schools in certain other 
portions could not, unless it was a paid One. 
The paid orchestra is of doubtful value, but the 
organization can be very helpful if it is along vol- 
untary lines. It is desirable, however, to have a paid 
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leader. I would not have a voluntary leader, be- 
cause the mere fact of his being paid makes him 
more amenable to criticism from the superintendent. 

The paid leader of the orchestra should be, if 
possible, a teacher of such instruments as are used in 
the orchestra. He can then bring his pupils in for 
the practise, and we have found they are very glad 
to come on Sunday afternoons because of the en- 
semble practise they get. 

We have girls as well as boys, but the former have 
not been a great success, They do not seem to take 
the work as seriously as the boys do. 

We make. an arrangement with the leader of the 
orchestra by which we pay him at reduced rates for 
lessons to be given to-any of our pupils who want to 


learn to play orchestral instruments, This plan has - 


been very successful. 

One of the difficulties is that it is not very long be- 
fore these boys and girls learn that they can get posi- 
tions where they can earn a little money by playing 
in other Sunday-schools, Then they forget that 
they owe their musical education to us. Some stay, 
however, and the result is we have an orchestra of 
about twenty-eight members. 


If the orchestra could be composed entirely of our . 


own people, it would probably be better than having 
the outsiders come in, but it seems impossible to hold 
to this. Many of the outsiders are very faithful, 
although they belong neither to the church nor the 
school, but they have been with us for years, and it 
has been said of one of them, a Jewish boy of high 
class, that he does not know whether he is a Jew 
or a Christian. We are hoping he will know definitely 
before long that he is a Christian. 

The leader of the Sunday-school orchestra, if he 


SEPTEMBER 30, 1922 


be a teacher of the instruments, does not require very 
high pay, because of the advantage he can offer to 
his scholars for the ensemble work. I think that to 
pay any of the other players would be a mistake. 
ecently in the local papers the speech of a clergy- 
man attacking Sunday-school music, and speaking Of 
it as “jazz,” was reported. While we do not have 
jazz music, we have the liveliest and newest and 
freshest of hymns that we can get, often making ar- 
rangements with the publishers by which we can in- 
corporate the hymns into our orders of worship. 

_Some years ago one of our teachers, who was a 
highly educated woman, complained about the class 
of music we sang. Many of the hymns we brought 
in did not last over three months, but made an inter- 
est at the time. In view of the criticism made by 
this teacher, we suggested to her that she get up an 
order of service for the school and we would try it. 
She did. It was high-brow music, but did not go 
with the school. 

I believe if the larger schools be examined care- 
fully, it will be found that their catchy music, and 
the great quantity of it, has had much to do with 
building up the large attendance. 

Hymn-books should be changed often and the or- 
chestra instructed to play the most wide-awake music 
it can get. ; 

Many Sunday-schools are satisfied with an organ 
only, or a piano only, or a combination of organ and 
piano, but my feeling is that while a piano is good 
at times and an organ is good at times, the orchestra 
gives more variation than either of the other instru- 
ments, and is one of the greatest helps to good ring- 
ing music. 
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Musical efficiency in the Sunday-school 
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Problems of the Sunday-school Pianist 


By Robert Harkness 








In one of his recent recitals, Mr. Harkness gave six different improvisations of a single song selected at random 
from the songbook by a person in the audience. No more gifted accompanist in the field of music evangelism has 
ever appeared, and his experience includes two world-girdling evangelistic tours, first with Torrey and Alexander, 
and again with Chapman and Alexander. The unusual every-week six-months’ course in Sunday-school music 
which begins with this study will include an occasional Question Box, in which he will answer questions you may 
wish to ask in connection wih piano work in sacred accompanying. Such questions should be sent to him in care 
of The Sunday School Times. Next week’s ‘‘problems’’ will consider Rhythm, Precision, Speed, and the matter 
of making results count for the most. 


A Word at the Start.—Frequently the music of the 
Sunday-school is regarded more as an incident than 
an opportunity to express in song a definite, life-giv- 
ing message. Every song has its message, and every 
message should be so rendered in song as to make 
an impression on the minds of the scholars. | 

The Sunday-school pianist has an opportunity un- 
equalled in any other branch of music. The songs 
deal with the greatest message ever known, and along 
with the song is the unique opportunity of making 
a spiritual impression on the impressionable minds 
of the scholars. Think back to your early years in 
the Sunday-school, and your mind immediately re- 
verts to the old songs you used to sing. . 

The Sunday-school pianist enjoys a rare privilege 
of rendering willing service to God. The pianist who 
thus places at God’s disposal a musical ambition and 
talent may well take up the work with enthusiasm. 
The purpose of this new department in The Sunday 
School Times will be primarily to arouse the Sunday- 
school pianist to a keen sense of responsibility to 
God for the proper and faithful use and development 
of the talent. 


Efficiency.—Efficiency in sacred accompaniment 
does not consist merely in playing the notes correctly. 
Even when this is done the pianist is very far from 
doing justice to the song. The acquisition of good 
technique does not necessarily constitute efficiency, 
though this is an aid without which efficiency is im- 
possible. The Sunday-school pianist is confronted by 
two phases or divisions in the accompaniment: 


_ 1. The material, or concrete, side of piano flay- 
ing. 
2. The interpretative part. 


The former seeks to reproduce in tones and chords 
the actual printed score. The latter relates to the 
more difficult task of interpreting the message of the 
song so that an audience may receive the essential 
spiritual impression. This task depends upon imagin- 
ation, sensibility, and spiritual vision for its satis- 
factory achievement. The problem of efficiency brings 
the pianist. at once in touch with the great funda- 
mentals of piano playing. Technique, phrasing, the 
use of the pedals—all these and more, with their 
varied and difficult problems, must be dealt with if 
real efficiency is to be attained. 

Solving the Problem.—Concentrated interest essen- 
tiak The concentrated interest of the pianist is es- 
sential to a solution of this problem. Musical stag- 


nation is the logical outcome of musical laziness, 
In many Sunday-schools the pone is selected merely 
because of a willingness to play. Just so long as the 
four-part arrangement of the song can be played, the 
pianist is endured. Unfortunately, the pianist is 
frequently satisfied with this achievement. No thought 
is given to progress or development. There is no 
concentrated or consecrated interest. The music un- 
der such conditions is bound to be unsatisfactory. 
Self-satisfaction is fatal to progress. If the music 
of the Sunday-sohool is to perform its divinely-ap- 
pointed mission, the pianist must live up to the re- 
sponsibility of the position. The problem of effi- 
ciency must be faced honestly. The first element in 
its successful solution is found in the ambition of 
the pianist to advance and make progress. 

Examine Your Musical Education—Much of the 
inefficiency is traceable directly to the lack of a good 
musical foundation. For the Sunday-school pianist 
music is not merely a pastime. It should be a con- 
secrated effort demanding the very best effort in 
execution. . 

Many a pianist will discover on examination a 
musical foundation either false or incomplete. This 
oe must be remedied if efficiency is to be the 
goal. 

Self-examination is not the most pleasant occupa- 
tion in the world. I would not advocate it as a 
chronic habit, but I do advise it at this juncture on 
the part of every Sunday-school pianist. Self-exam- 
ination will possibly reveal an unsuspected condition, 
Rightly considered, it will stir the pianist to action. 
It should prove a stimulus to definite study and prac- 
tise. Is your musical foundation satisfactory? Do 
you realize your need of definite preparation for your 
work? Have you some problem the solution of which 
baffles you? 

In discussing these problems we are to take much 
the same attitude toward the pianist as the repair 
shop does toward the disabled machine. Every prob- 
lem has its solution. Systematic work and study are 
indispensable factors in the solution. The elimina- 
tion of superficial interest and the introduction and 
adoption of sound, thorough methods point the way 
to success. Let the foundation be strong and re- 
liable. It is not virtuosity that is needed in the Sun- 
Sees pianist. It is sound, consecrated musician- 
ship. 


How To Improve Technique.—Every sacred pianist 
should aim at the attainment of a good working 
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knowledge of the keyboard. This is essential. It 
matters not at what stage of musical progress you 
may be, there is continual need of practise. If your 
aim is to become an efficient accompanist you must 
be prepared to exercise patience in thorough practise. 

‘deny Sunday-school pianists endeavor to escape 
a thorough study of the piano with the excuse that 
they do not aim at becoming virtuosi. The funda- 
mental purpose of these articles is not to produce 
virtuosi, but to equip the ambitious pianist for the 
sacred work of accompaniment. It is always that 
which costs that counts, and bq knowledge of the 
keyboard can only be increased by definite application 
to a systematic and well-ordered plan of practise. 
Seek to make your practise period count for the most. 

A good working knowledge of the keyboard is the 
chief asset of the pianist. Its acquisition should be 
the ambition of every performer. To obtain a good 
technique is in itself a big task. The Sunday-school 
pianist who would do complete justice to sacred ac- 
companiment must have a complete command of the 
keyboard. Technique in its development presents 
many difficult problems. . 

The problem of improving technique is real and 
vital. ere is no royal road to success other than 
that which takes us by the way of definite work and 
study. Progressive development can only come with 
the study of carefully-graded exercises and pieces. 
If you confine your practise efforts to music that 
is always easy to play, you retard definite technical 
progress. 

Care must therefore be exercised in selecting pieces 
and exercises of gradually increasing difficulty. Cor- 
rect rendition is governed by technical ability. Your 
poceeete will be determined not by “what” you play, 

ut by “how” you play it. 

Some difficulties in technique are due to lack of 
proper training and teaching. Incorrect position at 
the piano as well as incorrect position of hands and 
fingers are a few of the many handicaps to the im- 
provement of technique. 

The practise of scales and arpeggios brings us to 
the toundation on which all good pianoforte playing 
is built. A scale simply consists of the tones of a 
key played in alphabetical order. An arpeggio con- 
sists of the tones of a chord played one after -the 
other. Too much emphasis cannot be laid on the im- 
portance of scale and arpeggio practise. 

Advanced players will easily judge how much time 
they should devote to these exercises. All piano 
music is miade up of scales, arpeggios, and chords. 


-follows therefore that the student must become thor- 


oughly familiar with the scales, arpeggios, and chords 
in every my Scale practise is valuable because. it 
makes one familiar with all keys. Every key has a 
best way to finger it. Scale practise teaches this way. 
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The scale is the simplest form of passage, and is, 
therefore, the best of all to practise for developing 


Dig in a solid foundation and you will have some- 
thing worth while on which to build. 

_So many piano students have simply “played at” 
pieces without delving deep into the one great funda- 
mental of good piano playing, — technique,— that 
they are unable.to give even a fair-rendition of a 
Gospel song. On analysis, we discover that such 
students have a very bad position of the hand—no 
— stroke at all—slovenly release of every key, 
and, as a result a smudged overlapping of all the 
tones, no speedy clearness, power, or musical quality 
of touch. My purpose in directing your attention 
to technique development at the very beginning of 
these articles is to avoid or do away with these un- 
desirable faults. Sacred accompaniment deserves the 
very best you can put into it. 


Practise Suggestions —Early morning is the most 
advantageous ‘time to practise. The mind is then clear, 
fresh, and receptive. Never practise more than an 
hour and a half at a stretch. Be guided by your 
physical condition. 

Give a certain regular time to practise each day. 
employ that time in serious, systematic -study instead 
of trifling, as it were, with the music and wandering 
about without plan or method. 

Even: the greatest talent ought not to be exempted 
from a thorough course of technical study and prac- 
tise. So long as a Sunday-school pianist has to con- 
tend with mechanical difficulties it is absolutely out 
of the question to do adequate justice to the inter- 
pretation and improvisation of Gospel song. Re- 
member that time spent in definite scale and exercise 
practise is always time well spent. 


Position at the Piano.—Care must be taken to see 
that the player’s position at the piano is correct. The 
pee should be seated before the middle of the 

eyboard and at such a distance from it that the arms 
can conveniently reach the farthest keys of the in- 
strument as well as cross each other and move with 
freedom in both directions. 

The ‘height of the seat should be regulated, and 
the same height maintained. Each student should see 
to it that when seated the elbows are a little above 
the level of the keyboard. 

The elbows should be kept close to the body with- 
out touching it. 

Be careful to avoid crossing the limbs and kindred 
attitudes. -Let. the position -generally be easy and 
comfortable. 

Have both feet in position on the pedals ready for use. 

Every detail counts. 


Los ANGELES, CAL, 








It should never be less than. praise 
to the Triune God 
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Making Church Music Worshipful 


By Floyd W. Tomkins, S.T.D. 














John Knox was altogether wrong when he sneered at the church organ as ‘‘ a kist of whussels,’’ and another old 


saint was too severe when he expressed the opinion that paid choirs were continually ‘‘ shouting lies to heaven. 


” 


There is a very real place for the choir in the leading of the congregation’s praise, but it ought to be a Christian 
choir and a praying choir. -Some choirs meet for special prayer before service. Dr. Tomkins, beloved rector of 
Holy Trinity Church in Philadelphia, conveys a real message to the singers and song leaders of God’s house. 


the worship of God. The splendid song of 

Miriam and her assistants (Exod. 15), followed 
by the Psalms of David, which were used in the Syn- 
agogue and in the Temple worship, must be. consid- 
ered as suggestions of the music which the Jews as- 
sociated with the worship of Jehovah. And who can 
read of our Lord’s singing a hymn with his apostles 
ere they left the Upper Room the night before he 
was crucified (Mark 14:26), probably Psalms 116, 
117, 118, and not realize the sacredness of chiirch 
music to-day? The history of music and singing in 
connection with Christianity is fascinating. 

Church music should always be worshipful; that is, 
those who sing as well as those who may lead the 
singing should remember that they are praising God 
and his Son Jesus Christ. In concerts the singers 
or musicians are performing for the pleasure of an 
audience; in church they are thinking of God; it is 
not a performance, but it is an act of worship. Per- 
haps the position of the choir (if there -is a choir) 
should emphasize this. One cannot but regret that 
too often in our churches the choir singers face the 
congregation. It would help them and help the con- 
gregation if they stood sidewise. 

Those who lead the singing should be Christians, 
members of the church. In olden times both organ- 
ist and choir, if paid a salary, were chosen for their 
musical ability, and the question of their being Chris- 
tians was not considered. We have improved some- 
what in this particular, and yet there are still musi- 
cians in some churches who “perform” for their sal- 
aries. It is the fault of the minister often if this is 
so. He should realize that the singing as well as the 
preaching and praying must be for the glory of God. 


Steve has always held an important place in 


If it-is shocking to think of any minister’s serving 
in the church only or chiefly to earn his honorarium, 
should not the thought of musicians doing the same 
thing be equally shocking? The minister should 
be in close touch with his choir, knowing the mem- 
bers personally and often meeting with them. And 
the selection of hymns and other music should either 
be in his hands or approved by him in connection 
with every service. It is a pity that so few semi- 
nariés have a course of instruction in music for future 
ministers. The error should be remedied. 

There should be a harmony in all the parts of the 
worship. Hymns, sermons, anthems, should all form 
a complete and harmonious whole, not only for the 
helpfulness of the service to the congregation, but 
that a worthy and sincere worship may be offered 
to God. We should give to him the best that we can. 
If the sermon is a message urging to work in God’s 
vineyard, how absurd and wrong for the choir to sing 
as an anthem, “I will lay me down and take my 
rest.” The music, including the organ voluntaries as 
well as the hymns and anthems, should be. selected 
(and time taken for the selection) so that the pulpit 
message may be emphasized. 

There should be many hymns in the regular Sun- 
day worship. People love to sing, and it is wrong 
to take the privilege from them. The hymn-books 
should have the tune-with the hymn. The people 
should be urged to sing. At times, after or before 
the hour of worship, there may well be a simple sing- 
ing of hymns for fifteen or twenty minutes. New 
hymns can thus be learned, and a little history of 
the hymn be given, or at least the name of the author. 
This adds greatly to the heartiness and sincerity of 
the singing. And often at the close of the service, 
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especially the night service, a hymn might be sun 
softly by the congregation, with bowed heads an 
closed eyes, fastening thus in their minds the message 
and giving them an opportunity for the consecration 
of their lives to God. It is often helpful, also, in a 
familiar hymn, to have the choir and congregation 
sing antiphonally, first the choir singing a verse alone 
and the congregation a verse alone, But in all these 
things the thought of worship must be emphasized. 

It is quite right for the choir to sing anthems, 
pany a heart has been touched and many a sinner 
has been drawn to Christ by a solo or a chorus an- 
them, sung by consecrated singers, with a prayer for 
God’s ‘monrg 4 upon the message thus given. Never 
can I forget the comfort and peace granted toeme in 
Westminster Abbey as the choir sang Mendelssohn’s 
anthem, “O for the wings of a dove.” Jerry Mc- 
Auley was led to Christ by hearing a hymn sung as 
he passed the Water Street Mission in New York, 
on his way to the river to end his life. 

It is well to recognize the varied character of 
hymns and anthems. There are hymns of praise, and 
there are hymns of adoration, and hymns that are 
prayers. e are wonderfully blest in these days b 
the variety of our hymns. George Matheson’s “ 
Love that wilt not let me go” serves to bring the 
soul very near to Christ. That sweet hymn of C. 
Austin Miles, “I come to the Garden alone,” js like 
a prayer and benediction. When in Ziirich, at the 
World’s Sunday School Convention, people from 
many nations and in several languages sang together 
Faber’s inspired hymn, “Faith of our Fathers,” it 
seemed to me like a second Pentecost. Let us have 
a large selection of hymns, varied in character ac- 
cording to the need of the hour, but let us always 
count each hymn as sung to God. -And let the old 
hymns and tunes never be forgotten. As long as life 
lasts and men and women suffer and sin, the words 
of “Nearer, my God, to Thee,” and “Just as I am,” 
will bring knowledge of pardon and peace. 

As regards singing in Sunday-school, the same sug- 
gestions hold as in church. The hymns should be ap- 
io a to the lesson, and they should be sung 
eartily and intelligently. If there is a Sunday-school 
choir and if a Sunday-school orchestra has been 
formed, the singing becomes a delight and:an inspira- 
tion. But let every one sing, infants as well as Bible 
class folk, and sometimes let a solo be sung, or let 
the little ones sing by themselves. In Northfield last 
summer, just before my sermon in the auditorium, a 
group of poor children from the crowded city, brought 
up to enjoy a week in the country, sang together 
Emma Elliott’s hymn, “Thou didst leave Thy throne 
and Thy kingly crown,” a little girl singing the verse 
and the others singing the chorus, “O come to my 
heart, Lord Jesus.” It was difficult to preach for a mo- 
ment; the message had already been given out of the 
mouths of God’s little ones. Thank God for chil- 
dren, and Sunday-schools, and children’s hymns! 
“Jesus loves me, this I know,” is a hymn which may 
well be the center of all children’s faith and the rock 
on which the elders can rest as they “become as little 
children.” 

And as we sing on earth, may we not believe, as 
we sing sincerely, that our earthly hymns are not 
only heard im heaven, but that the angels around the 
throne of God join in the singing, with their blessed 
perfection making our human worship worthy of the 
dear Master and Lover and Saviour of us all? 


PHILADELPHIA. 








The Little Sermon 


By Henry W. Frost, D.D. 


Director for North America of the China Inland Mission 

















And these words, which I command thee this day, 
shall be in thine heart: and thou shalt teach them dil- 
igently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and 
when thou risest up (Deut. 6:6, 7). 


T IS quite possible for parents to overdo Chris- 

tianity. That is, it is quite possible for them to 
overdo the more somber aspects of Christianity. For 
Christianity has its somber side, and it is the part 
that the grown-ups like to dwell upon; and hence, 
when parents talk with their children, they are apt 
to choose this portion and hold forth ad libitum. 

But it is not possible to overdo Christianity as a 
whole. That is, it is not possible to overdo the som- 
ber side plus the bright side. For Christianity has 
its bright side, and it is this part which appeals par- 
ticularly to the children. I know a mother of seven 
children and four in-law children, and a grandmother 
of ten grandchildren, who has made Christianity, ° 
from a family standpoint, the most delightful thing 
imaginable; and she has not left out the somber ele- 
ment, by any means. And the explanation is that she 
has been a past-master in keeping truths in equipoise, 
and in practising the art of adding to the darker colors 
those which were transcendently bright. I once asked 
one of the grown-up and married boys of this fam- 
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ily what he remembered most gratefully in his past 
life. He answered without a moment's hesitation, 
“Sunday evening prayers, and mother’s playing and 
singing.” 

Now, it is a curious thing, when we read the verses 
of our text, that we instinctively picture a scene of 
father and mother and boys and girls seated at the 
family board, a dead silence prevailing, the children 
with hands in lap, all faces long-drawn, and the 
father discoursing upon the vanity of life, the partic- 
ular wickedness of child-flesh, and the disappoint- 
ments and sorrows of parental experience. But why 
should we conjure up such a scene? Is this what the 
text implies? And is this all that Christianity has 
for ‘us? Let us grant that there may be need, at 
times, for such episodes; is this the sum total of 
what was intended and is provided? Surely, we 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


parents know that God has his benedictions as well 
as maledictions. And surely, we understand that the 
former have their place in family life as well as the 
latter. By all means, let us do as the text says, talk 
much of divine things. But in talking, let us quote, 
and above all things, live, the beautiful things of 

If we do, we can be pretty sure that our chil- 
dren will conclude that Christianity is the finest thing 
in the world.* , 

A_minister once asked a little boy if he believed 
in Christianity. The lad answered immediately and 
with a bright face, “Yes, sir.” The minister then 
asked, “Why?” The boy replied, “My father, sir.” 
Praise God for that father! Would that there were 
more like him! If there were, there would be more 
Christian boys and girls, 

Princeton, N. J. 
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The Place and Power of Gospel Song 
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several years of the Bethany Presbyterian 
Church, of Philadelphia, after years of ex- 
perience in all kinds of Christian work, made the 
following statement as to the power of sacred song. 


“IT am profoundly sure that among the divinely 
ordained instrumentalities for the conversion and 
sanctification of the soul, God has not given a greater, 
beside preaching the Gospel, than the singing of 
Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs. I have known 
a hymn to do God's work in a soul when every other 
instrumentality has failed. I could not enumerate 
the times God has rescued and saved my soul from 
darkness, discouragement, and weariness by the sing- 
ing of a hymn, generally by bringing one to my own 
heart and causing me to sing it to myself. It would 
be easy to fill many pages with interesting facts in 
connection with the use of hymns in public worship 
in the house of God. I have seen vast audiences 
melted and swayed by a simple hymn when they have 
been unmoved by a powerful presentation of the 
Gospel from the pulpit.” 


With this in mind we should select our hymns and 
employ our chorister with great care, and see that we 
do not use hymns merely to fill up the time while 
“the janitor lowers the windows” or “the ushers take 
up the collection.” - 


When the Hymns Gave the Message 


T THE funeral services of Mr. J. W. Kinnear, 

Chairman of the World’s Sunday School Exec- 
utive Committee, at the Emory Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Pittsburgh, September 12, the message of 
the hour other than the Scriptures read was given 
by the quartette choir. The churchful of people 
knew Mr. Kinnear was a good man, and so no words 
about him were needed, but the choir sang his mes- 
sage to us all in the two simple Gospel hymns he 
loved: 


D: GEORGE F. PENTECOST, the pastor for 


“I know whom I have believed, 
And am persuaded that he is able 
To keep that which I’ve committed 
Unto him against that day.” 


“And He walks with me, and He talks with me, 
And He tells me I am His own, 

And the joy we share as we tarry there 
None other has ever known.” 


“ 
Is the Meaning of the Words Plain? 


IS true there are some hymns the meaning of 
which is somewhat difficult tor children to under- 
stand, and in a children’s department or a children’s 
meeting perhaps they should not be used. Certainly 
the hymns used should be explained. The sound may 
lead the child far away from the real meaning. A 
child visited a “Zoo,” and as her mother was telling 
her about the animals she suddenly exclaimed, “But 
where is the bear which is cross-eyed?” When told 
there were none, she said, “Oh, yes, there is at least 
one, for we sing about it in church, ‘The consecrated 
cross I'd bear.’” 

By taking a hymn apart and illustrating the terms 
and more difficult words with story sidelights, not 
only children but adults will sing with better melody 
and much more grace in their hearts. 


Real Hymns are Born, and Not Made 


FEW days ago Dr. Adam Geibel, the blind or- 

ganist and song writer of Philadelphia, told a 
convention how he wrote hymns. Feeling that the 
thought of the words is the reason for the music and 
that on which the moving power of the words de- 
pends, he spoke of one day when, feeling sure a song 
was about to be given him, he had his secretary read 


to him all the poems he had, and when she had fin- 
ished he still had no song. Asking if that was all, 
she said, “No, I find another one here,” which she 
read, and the song, one of his popular Ones, was 
composed almost before she was through reading. 

Mr. Robert Harkness, for so many years the popu- 
lar pianist with Chapman and Alexander, says that 
after a great service conducted by Dr. Chapman he 
felt his mind and heart pregnant with hymn power. 
He went to his room and within an hour had written 
seven Gospel songs, five of which,—among them, “He 
will hold me fast,”—are his most popular. 

If the Spirit prompted the writing, may not the 
Spirit indicate which hymn and what verses should 
be used in any worship service? If the thought and 
music do not grip me in planning the service for 
to-day I take it they will not grip others. 


Adding Power to the Gospel in Song 


OST people “sing Psalms and hymns and spir- 

itual songs” with their attention on the melody 
and harmony of the music, and with little or no 
thought as to the meaning of the words. Since music 
has a language all its own, this is unfortunate, be- 
cause the music often reveals other thought than 
that which the poet tried to put into his words. 
Therefore to get the full force of the hymns and 
spiritual songs we sing, the story of their origin and 
other incidents should*be related to create atmosphere 
in which to sing. 

At this Christmas season take the Christmas carol, 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem.” Bishop Phillips 
Brooks, then rector of the Holy Trinity Episcopal 
Church, of Philadelphia, was seated one evening in 
the shepherds’ field above the birthplace of Jesus at 
Bethlehem. Thrilled by his surroundings, he penciled 
his immortal carol on a scrap of paper, 

“For in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee to-night.” 


After it was laid aside for nearly two years, 
he found it a few days before Christmas, and 
asked his choir master, Lewis Redner, to put it to 
music, which he did, and with one rehearsal the chil- 
dren of Holy Trinity Church sang it at their Christ- 
mas service in 1869, as the children all over the world 
sing it to-day. 

Seated at the piano one summer evening in the 
home of S. D. Gordon, of New York, with a “won- 
derful peace” abounding in his heart, Mr. Peter 
Bilhorn had a soothing melody come to him. He 
made a pencil notation of it with no words but its 
title. The following winter a call came to him by 
telegram from D, L. Moody to join Major Whittle 
in evangelistic work in Iowa. They left Chicago 
together, and when nearing Wheaton, IIl., their train 
ran into and killed a woman. When the trainmen 
picked up the mangled body and carried it to a 
near-by cottage, looking at the pool of blood where 
she had lain, the Major said tc Mr. Bilhorn, “Do 
you know, Peter, that is all Jesus Christ left on earth? 
His body rose for our justification, but his blood 
was left to atone for our sins.” 

“Yes, Major,” Mr. Bilhorn replied, “and that is 
what gives me such sweet peace.” When they entered 
the train again, turning this thought over in his mind 
as they sped west, the melody of “Sweet Peace,” 
written the summer before, came to him, and before 
they arrived at Keokuk, Iowa, where it was first 
sung that night, the words were written. : 

The Rev. Francis Lyte was an Episcopal rector in 
the town of Brixham, Eng., in 1840. It was in this 
channel town where William of Orange first set 
foot on English soil in 1688. One hundred and fifty 
years later, in 1842, William IV also landed there, and 
was welcomed by the Rev. Mr. Lyte with his church 
choir. For this special courtesy the king presented 





SEPTEMBER~30, 1922 


the rector with a beautiful home, which became very 
dear to him. 

After twerity-five years of joyous residence and 
happy service in this parish, that dread disease, tuber- 
culosis, attacked him, and it was soon evident that 
he was not long for this world. His physician or- 
dered him to take a trip on the Continent, but he 
felt that before so doing he must preach to his people 
once more. This last sermon was delivered through 
tears. That afternoon, after a few hours’ rest, The 
mustered every bit of strength he-had and took an 
hour’s walk down by the sea, where he so loved to 

o alone. It was then and there this great prayer 

ymn was born as his spirit yearned: 


“The darkness deepens, Lord, with me abide.” 


Out of his pain of body, his fruitless appeal to 
physicians, and his troubled soul he exclaims: 


“When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.” 


Let Classes and Individuals Sing Parts 


AtMost any hymn or Sunday-school song lends 
itself to parts as a chorus, then a quartet, a trio, 
a duet, and a solo. A song leader can readily ar- 
range and assign the parts as he desires before the 
session begins, P 
At Hampton Institute, Va., they have a very in- 

teresting and effective manner of rendering “Amer- 
ica,” which illustrates the above. The Government 
school is made up of mountaineers, Indians, and 
Negro races sing together: 

“My country, tis of thee, 

Sweet land of liberty, 

Of thee I sing.” 


The Indian alone sings: 
“Land where my fathers died,” 


Next the white man sings: 
“Land of the. pilgrims’ pride,” 


And the Negro: 


“From every mountain side 
Let freedom ring.” 
Then all the Indians in chorus sing the second 
stanza, beginning: . 
“My native country, thee.” 
Then the Negroes together sing: the third :- 


“Let music swell the breeze.” 


And then all join in the last — 
“Our fathers’ God, to Thee, 


Author of liberty, 
To Thee we sing. 


“Long may our land be bright 
With freedom’s holy light, 
Protect us by Thy might, 

Great God, our King.” 


we 
Have You Tried a Song Writers’ Service ? 


AKE, for instance, as an illustration an evening 
of song with Fanny Crosby which I once held in 
a college church where there were many young peo- 
ple. Miss Crosby was still living, although over 
ninety years of age, and she was written to, asking for 
a message, to be given as we told her story and sang 
a number of her songs, illustrated by the stereopticon. 
She replied in these words: 
“Dear Christian friends, I greet you all, 
And while your strains of music fall, 
I join your glad and tuneful lay, 
And hail with you this happy day. 
God keep you in his tender care, 
My earnest wish, my fervent prayer, 
May every blessing from above 
Inspire your hearts with peace and love.” 


tf she had not replied we would have taken a verse 
of one of her characteristic hymns as her message 
for us. This can be done with other hymn-writers, 
telling how these hymns came to be written. 


When Children Sing in the Church Service 


N A Methodist Church in my city, church and Sun- 

day-schaol work are combined in a way that is most 
impressive and very beautiful. Now and then at 
the morning church service, a class of little girls 
ranging in age from seven to twelve sing a sacred 
selection together at the opening exercises. Just be- 
fore the sermon a choir of older boys and girls also 
sing an anthem. The small girls are seated on one 
side of the organ, and the older boys and girls on 
the other side. Their fresh, pretty voices are very 
inspiring to all in the congregation, and add very 
much to the service. Seldom have I heard prettier 
voices among children and young people, and best 
of all their behavior is above reproach. After the 
singing, they take seats in the congregation, so they 
can see and hear the minister better than in the 
choir lofts.—C. F. Elliott, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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LESSON 3. OCTOBER 15. THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 


Luke 3 


Golden Text.—Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.--Matthew 3: 2 
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Luke 3 
The Lesson. Pilot 


By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 


NE of the famous oldtime circuit riders of 
our country was Peter Cartwright. As he 
was about to begin a sermon in a Methodist 
church in Nashville, the pastor whispered in his ear, 
“Andrew Jackson has just come into the church; 
be careful not to say anything to offend him.” It 
is said that Cartwright began his sermon something 
like this: “I am told by your good pastor that Presi- 
dent Jackson has just entered the church, and that 
I must be careful not to say aetng to offend him, 
but I do say, ‘If Andrew Jackson does not repent, 
and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, God will damn 
his soul just'as quickly as he would that of a Guinea 
Negro!’” It is said that Jackson was a firm friend 
‘of Cartwright’s from that day on, That fearless old 
joneer was a worthy follower of the desert revival- 
ist who dared say to Herod, “It is not lawful for 
thee to have thy brother’s wife” (Mark 6:18; com- 
pare Dr. Thomas, III, 5). 


Our Background Material 


John the Baptist was “the voice of one crying in 
the wilderness.” This voice was the divine mega- 
phone of the first prophet who had appeared in Is- 
rael for four hundred years. But not to royalty nor 
even to the ecclesiastical leaders of the day (Dr. 
Thomas, I, 1) did the word of the Lord come, but 
rather to the humble prophet in the desert (Family 
Worship for Monday), and of all that word of God 
the one outstanding word was “Repent”! In some 
such way as this we may utilize the teaching principle 
of concentration (Dr. Ellis). 

Where the desert was and what the desert train- 
ing meant to John are pointed out Dr. Thomas 
G a cempare the leading editorial, “Wilderness 

en”). 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face penres at the end 

of certain Seengregne in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

“A great revival has broken out dewn on the banks 
of the a This is the news that keeps com- 
ing to Herod in his palace. As he hears how this 
new Elijah is preaching with fire and power, the first 
voice that has broken the silence of. four centuries, 
the ruler’s interest increases, and one day he says to 
the woman with whom he lives, “Let’s order the 
chariot and take a look in on this revival meeting.” 

Perhaps the revivalist, absorbed in his preaching, 
does not notice at first the royal new-comers, sit- 
ting high in their chariot on the outskirts of the 
great crowd. But soon the man clothed in camel’s 
hair. raiment turns, and is quickly conscious of the 
fact that he has royalty in his audience. i 

“We are unusually privileged to-day in having in 
our congregation their majesties, King Herod and 
his Queen.” ~ : 

No, not that; but after a moment of silence, while 
all heads are turned in the direction in which the 
‘preacher is looking, he shakes his index finger at 
the purple-clad new-comers, and cries, “King Herod, 
ou are no better in the sight of God than these pub- 
icans,, soldiers, and other people to whom I have 
been preaching repentance. It is not right for you 
to have your brother Philip’s wife, and unless you 
repent, and correct this great evil, you will perish in 
your sins.” lig 

Is this a possible picture of an incident in John’s 
revival meeting? . 

When a true messenger of God appears, human 
hearts are always drawn toward him (Dr, Smellie’s 
Introduction). Great crowds were attracted by John’s 
message. 

The significance of John’s message to the multitude 
(vs. 7-9) is given by Dr. Thomas (I, 3) 

There was no soft pedaling about John. He was 
not afraid “to put the iron trumpet to his lips” (Dr. 
Smellie, 2). Boldness is one of his outstanding 
characteristics. A plan for having the class discover 
all of his strong traits is given by Mrs. Askew (1, 2). 

John used strong language indeed, but nobody 
got mad or wanted to mob him when he flung out 
that word “vipers” to the crowd. It seems to be a 
regular Billy Sunday kind of word (Mr. Ridgway, 


th 

John preached hell (vs. 7-9), and our Lord taught 
it. The man who professes not_to believe in hell 
- is taking a great risk, as Billy Sunday said to the 
professor (Mr. Ridgway, 2). Because he did believe 
in a wrath to come, John urged a confession that 
makes no excuses (Dr. Smellie, 1). 

John’s preaching was to the point. He had no 
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Devotional Reading : Isa. 40 : 1-11. 
Reference Material’: Matt. 11: 2-19; Phil. 2: 5-11. 
Primary Topic : What John Said about Jesus. 
Lesson Material ; Luke 3: 1-18. 
ae Verse : There cometh he that is mightier than ].— 
suke 3: 16. 
Junior Topic : John Pre and Baptizing, 
Lesson Material ; Luke 3: 1-22. - 
Memory Verse : Luke 3 : 3. 
prrnatinty and _ Teoie : £ Moesiges eo nny ie be 
opic oung People an dults : Repentance : 
and What It Does. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing inthe lesson helps is 
verses 7-17 

7 He said therefore to the multitudes that went out to 
be baptized of him, Ye offspring of vipers, who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bring forth there- 
fore fruits worthy of ‘repentance, and begin not to say 
within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for 
I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up 
children unto Abraham. 9 And even now the axe also 
lieth at the root of the trees: every tree therefore that 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into 
the fire. 10 And the multitudes asked him, saying, What 
then must we do? 11 And he answered and said unto 
them, He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that 
hath none; and he that hath food, let him do likewise. 12 
And there came also * publicans to be baptized, and they 
said unto him, Teacher, what must we do? 13 And he 
said unto them, Extort no more than that which is ap- 
pointed you. 14 And “ soldiers also asked him, saying, And 
we, what must we do? And he said unto them, Extort 
from no man by violence, neither accuse any one wrong- 
fully; and be content with your wages. 

15 And as the people were in expectation, and all men 
reasoned in their hearts concerning John, whether haply 
he were the Christ; 16 John answered, saying unto them 
all, I indeed baptize you with water; but there cometh he 
that is mightier than I, the latchet of whose shoes I am 
not ‘worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you ‘in the 
Holy Spirit and in fire: 17 whose fan is in his hand, thor- 
oughly to cleanse his threshing-floor, and to gather the 
wheat into his garner; but the chaff he will burn up with 
unquenchable fire. ° 

1Or, your repentance * That is, collectors or renters 
of Roman taxes. *Gr. soldiers on service. *Gr. suffi- 
cient. © Or, with 
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fondness for generalities; it was his kind of preach- 
ing that made Savonarola a power in Florence and 
Calvin in Geneva (Dr. Smellie, 3, 4). 

The imagery of the herald announcing a coming 
king, for whom valleys had to be filled and hills 
leveled, all crooked ways being made straight, is 
strongly Oriental (vs. 4, 5). Such were the methods 
of old Eastern conquerors. The road leveling, how- 
ever, was more for the progress of the coming king’s 
armies than for the satisfaction of any despotic 
whim. When Luke wrote Acts 9:2; 18:25, 26; I9: 
9, 23; 22:4, and 24:14, 22, speaking of our Chris- 
tian faith as “the Way,” was he recalling what he 
wrote in this passage about preparing the way of the 
Lord? ~ : 

John’s preaching was leading to filling of the val- 
leys through penitents receiving pardon. Were not 
mountains being leveled in the rebuking of Phari- 
saism? and were not crooked places made straight 
when robber publicans learned to be honest? | 

John’s question (v. 7) is to warn the Jews against 
trust in ritual, ceremonial, and Abrahamic descent as 
being the actual means of salvation. No more will 
baptism and church-membership save men to-day, Paul 
in Romans argues to show that Abraham had to be 
and was justified by faith before he became the 
“father” of the Jewish race. It was the mistaken 
conviction of the Jews (John 8: 33-39) that descent 
from Abraham and contession that God was One 
(Deut. 6: 4) were sufficient to admit them to Paradise. 
But they were in the same case as the young man 
who trusted in his mother’s prayers instead of his 
mother’s Saviour (Round-Table, 1). 

John was not merely an evangelistic “sheller of the 
woods.” He tore down only to build up. His con- 
structive teaching is given in verses 10-14. That he 
did not say, “be content with your jobs,” but, “be 
content with your wages,” naturally interests Mr. 
Ridgway, who is a manufacturer of “lifts” six days 
in the week, yes, seven, when we take into consider- 
ation his “Busy Men’s Corner” in The Sunday School 
Times (see Mr. Ridgway, 3). 

The soldiers (v. 14) were probably the troops of 
Antipas marching down the Jordan valley to fight 
Aretas, father of Antipas’ divorced wife, as he had 
declared war in resentment for that indignity. 

Does the appearance of tongues of fire on the day 
of Pentecost give us a clue as to the meaning of 
Christ baptizing with “the Holy Spirit and with 
fire’? (v. 16.) The illustration of the “fan” (v. 17) 
would be familiar to John’s hearers —the threshing 
floor, oxen treading the wheat sheaves on it, and 
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the winnowing fan blowing away the chaff and straw 
(Dr. Smellie, 5, 6). 

John sets us an example, and shows us_ the 
danger and futility of spiritual ambition (Mr. 
Howard; Dr. Thomas, I, 4; Family Worship for 
Tuesday; Round-Table, 3). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


The medning of the word “repent” contains the 
root idea of a sense of pain, but far more —it de- 
mands a complete change, of mind and purpose. It 
means to turn about, from sin to holiness. An im- 
portant feature of it is restitution (Round-Table, 
5). There is crying need to-day for an adequate 
sense of “the exceeding sinfulness of sin,” and for 
real conviction. This surely must precede the re- 
vival in the ony of Christ for which so many of us 
are praying. The. secret of true repentance is given 
by Dr. Thomas (III, 6). The reason given by John 
for repentance was the Kingdom (Dr. Thomas, in 
The Heart of the Lesson; Round-Table, 6). 


Teaching Points 

In no such sense, of course, as John, but neverthe- 
less in a real sense, Christians to-day are “forerun- 
ners.” The signs of the times point to the near 
approach of our Lord, this time in his estate of ex- 
altation and glory. In a vague way even the pagan 
peoples of the world are expecting “the desire of all 
nations” (Miss Homer-Dixon). The boys in his 
class are being told by Mr. Teas that the reason more 
men are not being saved is because the Gospel is 
not carried to them. A girl’s sense of preparation 
for her life work for Christ is given by Mrs. Askew 
(3, 4, 5, 6). 

The descent of the Holy Spirit, in the actual phys- 
ical form of a dove (v. 22), “teaches us that the gift 
of supernatural power and wisdom brought with it 
also the perfection of the tenderness, the purity, the 
gentleness of which the dove was the acknowledged 
symbol” (considersalso Round-Table, 4). 

The wise Christian barrister gave very much the 
same answer to the agnostic who inquired of him, 
as John did to those who said to him, “What must 
we dof” (v. 12; Round-Table, 2.) 

Questions for Study and Discussion 

bry was not John’s baptism sufficient after the 
Lord had finished his work and after Pentecost? (Acts 
98:25; 20: 3.) : 

What made him temporarily doubt his own testi- 
mony? (Luke 7: 19, 20.) 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert’ Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





_ THE PRiNcIPLE oF CONCENTRATION.—Organ- 
ize the lesson around-one central and important 
truth whenever possible, 











I" IS difficult to divorce the ministry of John from 
the minister or from his message. If we speak 
of his ministry to indicate a period of his life as dis- 
tinct from his childhood and youth, we shall still be 
studying the character of John as we study this period 
of his life, so full of the expression of what he really 
was and of what he accomplished for God. But 
we are to think of John, if we make him the personal 
center of our thought, as one unto whom “the word 
of God came,” and one who was faithful in the de- 
livery of that word even when it was not popular 
and led to imprisonment and death. We can thus 
make the lesson concrete, especially for younger 
pupils, and yet make it a character study focused upon 
the main thought, namely, John’s ministry. And if 
we call attention to his own characterization of 
himself as “the voice of one crying in the wilderness” 
it will but emphasize the fact that the chief function 
of his life as he understood it was his preaching 
ministry. 

Then in the heart of his preaching lies one word 
which the Golden Text selects for us. It is the 
word that he thundered at the common multitudes 
and at those who sat in Moses’ seat as the religious 
leaders of the day; it is likewise the word that he 
dared to hurl at the wicked man who sat upon a 
throne. God had sent him to rebuke sin in high 
places and in low, and the heart of his message, that 
explains not only the character of the age to which 
he ministered, but the reactions which came from 
those to. whom he ministered, and also the tragic 
result to John himself, is in the one word “repent.” 

Huntinopon, Pa. 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





1. The Lesson’s Main Message 

Connection. The general preparation for Christ's 
coming was a combination of prophecy and provi- 
dence. The special preparation was that of John 
the Baptist, showing the real need of a Saviour from 
sin. From _ the age of twelve to thirty we know 
nothing of Christ beyond what can be inferred from 
Luke 2:51, 52. 

The Time (vs. 1, 2). Luke is very exact, as be- 
fits the historian (1:3). Herod is Antipas, son of 
Herod the Great (1:5). Annas is named because he 
continued the office in his family under his son-in-law 
Caiaphas (John 11:49; 18:13). (1) 

The Work (vs, 2, 3). The “word of God came” 
was the old prophetic formula (Jer. 2:1), showing 
that John was sent by God at the proper time. His 
life in the wilderness had been a suitable preparation 
(1:80). The desert would be north of the Dead Sea, 
and there he would get solitude, learn abstemious- 
ness, endure privation, practise self-denial, learn. hu- 
mility, and gain courage. His work was to preach 
a thorough change of heart and life as shown in the 
willingness to submit to be baptized, types! of the 
need and fact of cleansing from sin which applied 
to all. (2) 

The Warrant (vs. 4-6). The warrant for and vin- 
dication of John’s work was the passage from Isa- 
iah 40: 3-5, which foretold under the figure of a 
road-builder (see Lesson 1) what he was to do and 
what would be the result (v. 6). “Valleys” symbol- 
ize the penitent souls receiving pardon; “mountains,” 
the Pharisees and others rebuked; “crooked,” the pub- 
licans, who were to become honest, and “rough,” the 
soldiers, who were not to be violent. 

The Effect (vs. 7-9). The “multitude” that came 
showed his wonderful influence. Some who came 
were unreal and he spoke with great plainness, tell- 
ing them that national and natural privileges were 
not sufficient (v. 8), that God was able to provide 
spiritual children without them, and that judgment 
was already commencing. No one can lay God un- 
der an obligation. (3) 

The Fruits (vs. 10-14). Three classes of people 
asked what repentance meant in their case. (1) The 
people were to be unselfish; (2) the publicans were 
to avoid extortion; (?) the soldiers were not to 
unjust and cruel. All this shows that though John 
had been in the desert he knew his own time, and 
could give severely practical advice. 

Thee Testimony (vs. 15-18). Another element of 
John’s moral greatness was his readiness to testify 
to Christ, pointing away from himself to the Messiah, 
the reality of whose work he describes with such 
force (vs. 16, 17). (4) 

The Mystery (vs. 19, 20). Luke here finishes his 
references to John the Baptist by stating briefly what 
happened some months afterwards. It might seem 
as though he had failed after such wonderful expec- 
tations and expressions at his birth (chap. 1), but 
it is not so. All regarded him as a prophet, Antipas 
was conscience-stricken at what he had done (Mark 
6:14), and even about A. D. 70 Josephus wrote cf 
him with awe. 

Devotional Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11. (1) The 
new message (comfort), verses 1, 2; (2) the new 
messenger, verses 3-5; (3) the new mission (ten- 
derness), verses 6-11. 

Books.—For ordinary commentaries, Farrar in 
Cambridge Bible (Macmillan Co., New York, $1.60), 
and Godet (Chas. Scribner’s Sons, New York, $6). 
For a valuable summary, “The Gospel of Luke,” by 
Erdman (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $1). For 
the life of Christ in general, “Modern Student's 
Life of Christ,” by Vollmer (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, $1.50, net); “Outline Harmony of the 
Gospels,” by Riddle (The Sunday School Times Co., 
15 cts.); “A New Harmony of the Gospels Based on 
Broadus,” by Dr. A. T. Robertson (Doran, $2.50, 
net); Davis’ Bible Dictionary for names of. persons 
and places (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $45. For 
Luke as a whole, “The Most Beautiful Book Ever 
Written,” by Hayes (Abingdon Press, New York, 
$1.25) ; Books on jm the Baptist, by Méyer (Revell, 
$1), and A. T. Robertson (Scribner’s, $1.50), and 
“The Two Johns,” by Stalker (American Tract So- 
ciety, New York, $1.50). 

Hl. Reference Material 

Matthew rr:2-19; Philippians 2:5-11. 

1. Matthew 11:2-19, (1) John’s perplexity; (2) 
Christ’s testimony. 

_@. Philippians 2:5-11. (1) Sevenfold condescen- 
sion, verses 5-8; (2) fourfold glory, verses 9-11. 
Hil. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: A Fearless Reformer. 
Study verses 7-14. (1) Things wrong: Hypocrisy 
(vs. 7-9); selfishness (vs. 10, 11); extortion (vs. 12, 
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13); violence, untruth, and discontent (v. 14). (2) 
hings to be put right. By deliberate and definite 
change. The wrongs were to be replaced by the op 
posites. A earlessness and frankness of 
reacher. is description was forcible (v. 7), and 
is. directions were definite and plain. There would 
be no mistake as to his meaning. Dr. van Dyke is 
quoted as saying that nowadays nobody would call 
his hearers “a generation of vipers,” but he could 
truthfully call many “a generation of butterflies.” 
N. B—Review the Old Testament and see how all 
God’s true messengers have been fearless. (5) 

2. Y ome Feople and Adults: Repentance; What It 
Is and What It Does. (1) There are two words in 
the Greek for repentance. One means “after-thought,” 
a change of mind. The other means “after-feeling,” 
a change of emotion. These two, intellect and yr 
are to influence the will and lead to a change o 


conduct. See 2 Corinthians 7: 10, 11. (2) This shows- 


that sorrow for sin is not enough. Sorrow alone is 
“penitence,” but penitence must prove itself by re- 
pentance. The Episcopal Church Catechism defines 
repentance as that “whereby we forsake sin,” and it 
includes three things: recognition of our sin; resti- 
tution of any wrong done to others; renewal of obe- 
dience to God. All this becomes possible through the 
reception of Christ (Acts 5:31). An old hymn for 
children puts this very plainly: 
“'Tis not enough to say, 
‘I’m sorry and repent,’ 
And then go on from day to day 
Just as we always went. 


“Repentance is to leave 
The sins we loved before, 

And show that we in earnest grievé 
By doing them no more.” 


(6) 
IV. The Heart of the Lesson 
The Golden Text gives the message of John the 
Baptist. 
1. The Call, “repent.” See above under III, 2. 


2. The Reason, “the kingdom.” This means the 
rule of God over man’s life, first in the present, and 
then in the future. No one can have this rule or 
enter the kingdom unless he comes by the gate- 
way of repentance, 


V. Leading Questions 

What was John’s special mission? (Luke 1: 14-17; 
John 1: 6-8.) : 

In what respects was John like Elijah? 

Illustrate repentance from Bible teachings and ex- 
amples. 

Show how John appealed to the conscience? 

How should we apply John’s teaching to to-day? 
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The Call of the Trumpet 


By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


HE scene of the Baptist’s ministry was the 

valley of the Jordan. Sometimes he was in its 

southern part, among the stones and solitudes of 
the desert of Judah; sometimes in its northern 
reaches, at the fords of Bethabara, only a few miles 
from the Sea of Galilee. He never lacked an audi- 
ence. So soon as his voice rang forth, men recog- 
nized that here was a prophet of the Lord. They 
crowded to hearken. People of all classes sOught 
him out; he had no need to seek them. It is al- 
ways so. When the true messenger of God appears, 
human hearts are drawn towards him, like iron fil- 
ings to a magnet. Consciously or unconsciously, they 
have been waiting for his words. 

We detect various notes in Jolin’s preaching. 


It had its severe note. 

How ruthlessly he swept away those false con- 
fidences in which his hearers trusted! Because they 
were children of Abraham, they imagined themselves 
favorites of heaven; but Abraham’s children, unlike 
their father, might be a generation of vipers. How 

lainly he foretold the ending and the wage of sin! 

e was certain that there is a wrath to come; he 
cherished a vivid belief in its nearness; he declared 
that no sorrow or. calamity or defeat is so much to 
be dreaded. And how urgently he pleaded for an 
immediate and drastic change of mind! Repentance 
was one of John’s great watchwords. He strove to 
induce his listeners to pour out their very souls to 
God in a confession that made ho excuses. He sum- 
moned them to ceaSe from doing evil and to learn 
to do well. (1) 

These are unwelcome accents. The preacher does 
not care to use them, nor his audience to hear them. 
But they are indispensable accents. There are hol- 
low professions, whose emptiness must be exposed. 
There is a righteous judgment of God on sin and 
sinners, which ought not be hidden from view. There 
is the necessity for holy grief and hatred of all 
that is evil, and for frank and full and instant for- 
saking of it. We are unfaithful to our Lord, and 
unkind to thoughtless and erring men, if, through any 
cowardice of disposition or any shallowness of creed, 
we refuse to put the iron trumpet to our lips. (2)4 
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wee preachin to also, its Fraction! note, 

e had no fondness or. generalities ; he was pointed 
and particular, When the taxgatherers asked him, 
What shall we do? he told them to abjure those un- 
just and vexatious exactions to which notoriously 
ay ware addicted. When the soldiers demanded 
to know their duty, he laid his finger at once on 
their besetting sins, of rude violence, of baseless 
accusation, and of mutinous discontent. When the 
rich men sought his advice, he enjoined them to deal 
liberally with their poorer neighbors; there was a 
superfluity of clothing, there was a luxuriousness of 
food, which they might forego. John was fearlessly 
bold in his utterances, direct and straight, ethical 
and unswerving in loyalty to the great moralities of 
God’s law. (3) 

This _of preaching, too, is never out of date. 
We want it in these days of public and private wrong- 
doing, of rors of class jealousies and antip- 
athies, and of a too rampant selfishness. It was 
Savonarola’s preaching in Florence, and Calvin’s in 
the Geneva which he transformed from a hotbed of 
pleasure and money-getting and ungodliness into “a 
garden of the Lord where blood-red roses grew.” Of 
course, an ethical and practical ministry must be 
more than ethical and practical; or it soon becomes 
very dusty and dry and unprofitable, as it did in the 
years when Moderatism held sway in the Scottish 
pulpit. But it has its constant place. The trumpet 
must give no uncertain sound regarding the primal 
duties of daily life. (4) 


But John’s preaching had, no less, its evangelic 


note. 

It was full of the coming Christ. It proclaimed 
One mightier than the forerunner himself, the latchet 
of whose shoes he was not worthy to unloose. It 
sg of the deeper and more efficacious work of 
the Saviour. His would be a baptism not of water, 
but of the Holy Ghost and of fire. His, moreover, 
would be a love which should tolerate no wickedness 
whatever in his people. Like a husbandman, he 
would employ the winnowing fan of his Word and 
Spirit and searching discipline, until there was only 
the fine wheat left in their hearts and lives, and 
the chaff was forever burned and gone. (5) 

Our preaching is saved from unalloyed sternness, 
and from a cold and loveless morality, when the 
evangelic note rings through it. We must lift Christ 
high, in his mercy to pardon the chief of sinners, and 
in his grace to refine his own = oe and saints. 
We must draw men towards him, and, once they are 
his, we must assure them that his very chastisements 
are but the evidences of his determination to have 
them pure as he is himself pure. The separation 
which the Lord’s fan effects in our souls bétween 
the wheat and the chaff may bring us pain at the time; 
but how desirable the issues of its action are! That 
which is trivial, worthless, and evil is taken away 
to be consumed, and we are distressed by its presence 
no more. That which is rich, and good, and Christ- 
like remains, and we are nearer to the holiness of our 
Master than we were. This is the music of the silver 
ol in which we ought to take a special delight. 
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The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


i John’s preaching, as now, the message 
was twofold,—repentance from sin and per- 
sonal knowledge of the Saviour. 

_“The people were in suspense” (Luke 3:15, mar- 
gin). And they still are: heathenism has heard a 
rumor of some strange new message, and sometimes 
it is antagonistic, while sometimes it welcomes the 
Gospel. hey are waiting for some one, they know 
not whom. India declares she awaits the final re- 
incarnation of Krishna, Buddhists await the final 
Buddha, Mohammedans say they expect Mohammed 
to return. But Christ is the true “desire of all na- 
tions.” He, and he alone, can satisfy, and he only 
is the wealthy kinsman who can redeem (Luke 3: 
16: Ruth 4:7). “Over Edom have I cast out my 
shoe” (Psa, 60:8). Poor despised Edom has been 
bought by the Lord (and when the shoe was loosed, 
the serpent bruised the heel of the Redeemer, Gen. 
3:15). On Calvary Christ redeemed the outcast 
Edoms of India, China, Japan, Africa; but He has 
not yet entered there, and the voice of God asks, 
“Who will lead me into Edom?” (Psa. 60:9.) He 


-asks the question and waits for you to answer. ho 


will open the Redeemer’s way into wild lands and 
wilder hearts? 


Nracara Fatts, Can. 
we 


Why not precede the regular Sunday evening ser- 
vice by a fifteen or twenty-minute song service? Others 
have done it and found increased attendance and 
interest and better singing, thereby. One of the best 
books for this purpose is Victorious Life Hymns, 
published by The Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 60 cents a copy, 
or $55 a hundred, 
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Lesson for October 15 
Luke 3 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 
Evangelists.—O generation of vipers, 
who hath warned you to flee from the 


wrath to come? (v. 7, A.V.) At yet 
some folks find fault with Billy Sunday 





and other cvanapliote ee strong | 
language. illy never any more) 
strenuous than John. John wanted to! 
shock them into sensitiveness. I expect, 
Billy has the same object. At any rate) 
nobody in Palestine wanted to mob John, 
for. his language. They poured out to 
hear him in all the greater crowds. No} 
one save the Booze Business and certain | 
rofessors in those colleges where they | 

ve soft-pedaled Christ, and religionists | 
of a certain sort have wanted to put the 
quietus on Billy. Indeed the problem 
has usually been to get places big enough 
to hold the crowds who want to hear 
Billy. My mother likes to read Billy’s 
sermons. “But, Will,” she says, “I 
think it is scandalous the way he talks 
to the other ministers. It is a wonder 
they go to hear him. I don’t like that 
about Billy.” So I explained to mother. 
All we Christians know we do not do as 
much as we could do, we know we do 
not work as hard for God as we do for 
self, we know we have hard work to 
tell the truth always, so when Billy tells 
us with that fetching smile of his “just 
where to get off,” neither minister nor 
layman gets mad. We go home and get 
down en our knees and cry, “God be 
merciful to me, a sinrier.” And we come 
back the next night,,and tae go to 
work for the Lord. “This is what hap- 
pened in John the Baptist’s day. Lots of 
us require to be brought up with a jerk. 
And some peripatetic John the Baptist 
with unique personality and with “brass 
band methods,” if you please, does what 
dear old Dr. Smith could never do. 
That was how I arrived. That is what 
happened to me, professor (Matt. 11: 
12). (1) 


Hell Fire.—Every tree. therefore that 
bringeth not forth good fruit .. . is cast 
into the fire (v. 9). Don’t like this hell- 
fire and brimstone business, do you? 
Neither do I. No sinner likes it. When 
a fellow is sick and the doctor is seri- 
ous we don’t care to have the sick-room 
conversation turn on Bert Ford’s new 
automobile hearse and the new iron gates 
up at the cemetery. Here the fire is 
right at the beginning of John’s minis- | 
try. The Master himself took it up 
afterward (Matt. 13:42; Luke 16: 24).| 
In the glimpse of hell Jesus gives us 
Lazarus was asked to serve not a drop 
of water, but merely the dampness of 
a finger tip. The only interest we Chris- | 
tians have in hell is an academic one, | 
“We ain’t headin’ that way,” as. Ike 
Thompson says. Whenever the subject | 
of hell is raised you will note it is rarely 
a saved man who raises it. “Ridgway, 
do you believe in hell?” is invariably 
asked by the fellow who is not religious. 
He seems to be thinking about it. I 
never think about it nor talk about it, 
any more than I think and talk about 
Patagonia. I like the way Billy Sunday | 
mét the professor, “If you believe that! 
there is no hell and I believe there is a, 
hell, and we both die, and there is no hell, 
you have nothing on me. But, profes- 
sor, if. there should be a hell, I’ve got 
you beat to a frazzle!” In my unre- 
generate days I could make it very clear 
to some of the other fellows that God 
was entirely too loving to punish. Then 
I would burn my finger and I wouldn't 
be quite so sure about that “too good 
to punish.” You will please note this, 
the man who doesn’t believe there is a 
hell always makes an exception in the 
case of the fellow who ought to go 
there! I just- laugh at the anti-hell 
man. He’s just whistling to keep his 
courage up. He hopes there isn’t one, 
but fears there is. (2) 


The Labor Question.—Do violence to 
no man... and be content with your 
wages (v. 14, A. V.). Every Boss who 
hires, and every man who works knows 
that the worst pest about a plant is the 
fellow who is a chronic wage discontent. 
He rarely stays long, and in a life-long 
experience with men who work for wages 


I never knew one “kicker” who ever got }’ 





anywhere. Wages take care of them- 
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selves largely. Ability settles the wage} 
matter. If you are a fine mechanic folks 
are after you at top wages... You pick 
your boss and you pick your job. John 
didn’t tell the crowd to be content with 
their jobs. That is a different matter 
from wages. Every fellow who works 
for wages should have his . and heart 
upon a place higher up. A ftoremanship, 
a superintendency, a business of his 
own, Almost every manufacturing suc- 
cess in America has been founded by 
wage-earners and with wage-savings. One 
of Coatesville’s most prosperous con- 
cerns, the Coatesville Boiler Works, was 
started by two boiler-makers and two 
machinists, with three hundred dollars, 
the combined savings of the four men, 
If you investigate these establishments 
you will not find a walking delegate, a 
short-hour man, or a sympathetic striker. 
It is almost uncanny how John could 
look down the centuries and see the 
picketing, the brickbat throwing, the 
bombing, and other violence, which gets 
nowhere and injures the cause of labor. 
Strikes and violence are against the prin- 
ciples of Christ and against good com- 
mon sense. I heard President Stone of the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, 
the best of all the labor unions, say that 
when Master and Man can sit at the 
table and look into each other’s faces 
all labor differences are easily adjusted 
(Ruth 2: 4). (3) 
we 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
hool Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to.assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Short Sructeeteta, ft from 75 oe. 00 lat oe 
are greatly preferred. ey w acce; 
ahead of ually gos. 


ones 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Text are specially desired, and will 

stand a better ch of t than 


illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Pious Ancestry Not Enough.—Begin 
not to say within yourselves, We have 
Abraham to our father (v. 8). “I tell 
you,” said a reprobate son to a minis- 








ter who talked with him of his evil 
course, “I’ve great faith in my g 
mother’s prayers.” And soon after that 
the wayward son died wretchedly of 
delirium tremens. Instead of trustin 
himself to his mother’s Saviour, he reste 
himself on his mother’s prayers.—From 
Dr. H. Clay Trumbull, in The — 
School Times, Sent by the Rev. D. 
Strong, Shelburne Falls, Mass. (1) 


The Root of Doubt.—Teacher, what 
must we do? (v. 12.) One day an ag- 
nostic came to the late Mr. Reader 
Harris’ chambers, when he was hard at 
his legal work, and wished to state his 
doubts and difficulties to him. “Quit 
sinning and you'll cease doubting,” was 
the one reply he gave. “But,” he began 
“my difficulty is —”’ “I know,” sai 
Harris, “but = sinning and you'll cease 
doubting.” he man went away, but 
came to him some time after, an agnostic 
no more. The shrewd thrust had turned 
him to the truth. In surrendering sin 
he found Christ and lost doubt—From 
the Christian Herald. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. (2) 


Before a Master.—/ am not worthy 
(v. 16). Every advance of holiness car- 
ries. with it a deepened sense Of sin. 
There is a story of Beethoven which 
illustrates this. A party of English tour- 
ists visited the house where the great 
composer had spent the last years of 
his life. The caretaker (who was some- 
thing of a hero-worshiper) led them at 
length into a certain room, and, rever- 
ently lifting the cover, said, “And this 
was Beethoven’s piano.” A young lady 
of the party at once took possession of 
the music stool and began to play over 
one of Beethoven’s sonatas. The cus- 
todian stood by, stern and Silent. At last 
the young lady swung round on her 
stool, and said, “I suppose a great many 
people who come here like to play on 
Beethoven’s piano?” “Well, miss, Pade- 
rewski was here last summer, and some 
of his friends wanted him to play, but 
he said, ‘No, I am not worthy, ”—From 
the Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by 
J. A, Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. (3) 


Weak But Safe.—He shall baptize you 
in the Holy Spirit (v. 16). A little girl 
was standing on the curbstone on Broad- 
way, in New York, with a bundle in 
her arms. She had been sent on an 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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trees:every tree therefore 
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errand, and wanted to get across the 
street. But the electric cars were whiz- 
zing in both directions, and automo- 
biles filled the road. There she stood 
waiting, without the slightest chance of 
getting across. A big tear was —- 
down her cheek, when up stepped a tal 
oliceman. He stooped down from his 
ig height and asked, “What's the mat- 
ter?” “Can’t get across.” He instantly 
took her hand in his, and said, “Come 
along.” And along she went, close to 
the wheels, just as small and weak as 
before, but relying on his strength and 
guidance. The strongest Christian is 
utter weakness apart from the power of 
the Holy. Spirit, but in his strength the 
weakest become all-powerful.—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by W. R. Clark, 
Belper, Eng. (4) 


Repentance that Troubles Others.— 
Repent ye (Golden Text). It is said that 
a farmer once called on an infidel neigh- 
bor and told him that he had just awak- 
ened to a sense of his sin, and wanted 
to restore him four sheep that Ought 
to be in his neighbor’s pasture with the 
offspring of these sheep for the past 
four years. The infidel was much dis- 
turbed and said: “Go away; don’t bother 
me about the sheep; you are welcome to 
keep them. If you go on this way much 
longer I will believe there is something 


after all in your religion, Keep the 
sheep, and don’t disturb - peace of 
mind.” This is the gospel our con- 


scienceless age needs——Sent by the Rev. 
W. Haslam, B.D., Oswaldtwistle, Lan- 
cahsire, Eng. (5) 


If We Would Be Citizens.—Repent ye; 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand 
(Golden Text). “Now see here, elder,” 
said the Moralist, “I am honest, truth- 
ful, and sober. I live just as good a 
life as any member of your church, and 
as far as I see my prospects of heaven 
are as good as theirs.” “By the way,” 
I answered evasively, “how did your 
neighbor Carlosky vote last election?” 
“He didn’t vote at all. He isn’t a citi- 
zen.” “Why, what’s the matter?” I asked, 
“He seems to be a good citizen. He is 
honest and lawabiding. He is a much 
better citizen than Van Bibber, who was 
elected sheriff.” “Yes, Carlosky is all 
right, but, you see, he was born in Ger- 
many and 1s still a citizen of that coun- 
try.” “Then, until he renounces his al- 
legiance, and swears allegiance to the 
Constitution, he isn’t a citizen?” “Ex- 
actly.” A man’s citizenship then de- 
pends on something besides living in this 
country and obeying its laws?” “Sure, 
he’s got to be naturalized.” “But you 
are trying to demand citizenship in the 
kingdom of God, basing your claim 
wholly on the kind of life you are liv- 
ing. Who fixes the conditions of citi- 
zenship, Carlosky or the United States 
Government? Who has a right to fix 
the conditions of heavenly citizenship, 
you Or God?”—From the Christian En- 
deavor World. Sent by M. Taylor, Win- 
nipeg, Can. Prize illustration. (6) 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we greatly need to be humble in thy sight. 
It is so easy for us to think of ourselves 
more highly than we ought. It is far too 
easy for us to forget our mission as bearers 
of the Gospel. We pray that our minds may 
be set upon the work that thou wouldst have 
us do. May we not be triflers. May we 
have courage and convictions, and speak 
boldly for thee. We would not have others 
think about us, but about thyself. Teach 
us so to live that we shall be true messen- 
gers for thee. In thy dear name, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Not one of us can 
do the right sort of work for the Lord 
Jesus if we are thinking about our- 
selves. John the Baptist never could 
have proclaimed the coming Lord if 
ie the Baptist had been thinking of 
imself, and calculating how he would 
come out at the end of his work-as a 
forerunner for Jesus. What he wanted 
folks to realize was not John the Bap- 


tist, but Jesus the Christ. Are you and 
I thrusting ourselves forward all the 
while, and are we bothered when we do 
not get credit for something we mane 


(Continued on the next page) 
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THE PREFERABLE 
HYMN BOOKS 
FOR ALL 
CHURCHES 


FeARLY fall is regarded as a 

good time to buy those long- 
desired hymn books. It will be of 
great advantage to have them early 
so as to acquaint the congregation 
and pupils with the new tunes be- 
fore Christmas, 


We have hymnals for every use. 
The list is complete and varied. 
Read the following information 
and make your choice, or write us 
if you cannot decide. No matter 
what the requirement or local con- 
dition, we are prepared to equip you. 


The Mymnal (Revised) 
313,000 COPIES SOLD 


Contains 737 of the choicest hymns 
in the English language, with tunes 
that are reverent, singable, and at- 
tractive. Two sizes with music, one 
with hymns only; five styles of bind- 
ing. Prices, $1.25 to $6.60, postpaid. 
Special rates on introduction orders. 


The Chapel Hymnal 


For the Prayer Meeting and Smaller Congregations 
Single copies, 90 cents, postpaid ; in 
uantities, 75 cents, carriage extra. 
ull leather binding, $3.00 per copy, 

postpaid; in quantities, $2.75, car- 

riage extra. 


The Westminster 
Woymnal For All Services 


A collection of reverent, durable 
hymns and tunes, especially suitable 
for churches using one book in all 
their services. All stanzas in the 
music. Three bindings ; single copies, 
from 40 cents to 60 cents; 1n quanti- 
ties, $35.00 to $50.00 a hundred, car- 
riage extra. 


File luia For the Sunday School 


Contains 307 of the best hymns and 
tunes for Sunday-school use. Now 
in use in 47 States and g foreign 
countries,and in schools representing 
2r denominations. Cloth, single 
copies, 90 cents, postpaid; $75.00 a 
hundred, carriage extra. 














Alleluia Orchestration 


We have prepared eight special in- 
strumental arrangements of the music 
in Alleluia, These are published in 
book form for the - 


FIRST AND SECOND CORNETS 
(One Book) 


First Violin Trombone 
Second Violin ’Cello 
Clarinet Bass 
Cornet - Clarinet 


Orchestra leaders will note that 
these can be used with equal adapta- 
tion for the less common instruments, 
for which no special plans have yet 
been made. Suggestions along these 
lines are made in the introductions. 


Books are Attractively and Substantially 
Bound in Cloth, $2.00, postpaid 


Let Us Know Your Hymnal Needs 
The Presbyterian Board of Publication 


(The Westminster Press) 
Abadquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Blig. 
New York, 156 Fifth Ave. Nashville, 711 Charch St. 





Chicage, 125 N. Wabash Ave. Se. Levis, 411 N. Tenth Se. 
Ciecinnati, 420 Elm Se. San Francisce, 278.Pest St. 
Atlaata (Colored) 200 Auborn Ave. 

Granite Building, Sixth Ave. and Weed St. 
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From the Platform 


(Continued from the preceding page) 
done? Are we as much concerned that 
others should know Christ as that we 
should be known? Shame wu us for 
our selfish lives! Let us ask the Lord 
Jesus so to rule in our lives that to 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade ©. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jets Telling Bible Stories” 





John The Baptrets 
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Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class | 


| 

Let all of us who teach and preach for 
God learn a lesson from John the Baptist. 

Let us learn a lesson of simplicity, direct- 
ness, and faithfulness to the Word of God. 

John feared not to use where they were 
needed those strong words of Scripture: 
Wrath, Fire, and Repentance. John knew 
nothing of that “higher criticism” which 
supposes itself something new and progress- 
ive, but which really began with a sharp- 
eyed professor coiled in the chair of the- 
ology and moral horticulture in the Eden 
University, and who grew famous with his 
popular interpretation: “Ye shall not surely 
die’! (Gen. 3 : 4.) 

That was the Rev. Serpentine Subtil, M.A., 
B.A., Ph.D., LL.D., D.D. His favorite axiom 
was an interrogation point, and he negatived 
his pupils to a life of hopeless wanderings. 

Let us use the Word not only without fear 
as to its perfect applicability to this modern 
and greatly advanced age; but with the ut- 
most faith in its efficacy for all the ills of 
the twentieth century and the power to de- 
velop -human life to its highest possible at- 
tainment. 

“For the word of God is quick and power- 
ful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of 
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart” (Heb. 4: 12). 





Greensporo, N. C, 


point others to him will be the greatest 
joy in the world. Have you tried this 
tely? Let us pray. 
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we 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“We've a story to tell.” 

“Yield to Him now.” 

“Praise Him, praise Him.” 

“I know whom I have believed.” 

“I need Thee every hour.” 7 
“Hallelujah! what a Saviour.” 

“All hail the power of Jesus’ name.” 
“Jesus calls us.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
trical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture. “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 31: 1-24 (67 : 1-3). 
Psalm 112: 1-10 (224: 1-4). 
Psalm 25: 1-22 (5§:1-4). ~- 
Psalm 44: 1-26 (103 : 1-3). 
Psalm 105 : 1-20 (216 : 1-3). 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTES.—To-day’s story about John’s 

preaching will not be complete un- 
less we tell that many people did re- 
oe and feel sorry for their sins and 
ecame followers of John. | 

To-day’s memory verse is John’s 
statement, “There cometh one mightier 
than I”—therefore we should tell who 
that one was, and how he came to be 
baptized by John (see Luke 3:21, 22, 
and the other Gospels), especially as 
next Sunday’s lesson presents the temp- 
tation of Jesus, 

On the sandboard or blackboard may 
be indicated the desert region, the Jor- 
dan river, and the cities from which 
people came to hear him. 

Introduction—As years went by the 
two baby cousins, John and Jesus, grew 
to be big boys, ens in body and mind, 
loving the things that were right be- 
cause they loved God. As they grew 
toward manhood there was this differ- 
ence; John loved to roam by himself 
in lonesome desert places; he wore 
strange clothing—a garment made of 
camel’s hair with a leather belt; he ate 
locusts and wild honey, which he found 
ng the rocks and trees (see Mark 1: 
2-11). ; 

Jesus lived with Mary and Joseph in 
Nazareth, where he learned the carpen- 
ter’s trade in Joseph’s shop. 

Lesson Teaching.—Christians should 
point others to Jesus. 

Lesson Story.—John was six months 
older than Jesus, so he began to preach 
first. He had no church, but he came 
from the lonesome desert to the bank 
of the Jordan river and talked to peo- 
ple whom he met there. . John’s message 
was: Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand. Some asked John who he 
was, and he said, I am the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness — Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord; make his paths 
straight. 

When John saw the crowds that gath- 
ered, he said, Who has warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? You are 
like trees that people must judge by 
their fruits. When trees are of no use 
an axe is laid by their roots to chop 
man down, and they are burned in the 

re, 

Illustration—This happened in July to 
some shade trees around the house on 
the corner across our street. One morn- 
ing three men came in an auto to ex- 
amine the trees. One was a lovely high 
elm, but down in the trunk toward the 
ground was a big decayed place. One 
man was busy all day with a mallet 
and chisel chopping away four bushels 
of chips until good sound wood was 
reached. ‘Then he painted tar all over 
the open place. Next morning he filled 
it with cement, so the tree was saved. 

Two other trees had many dead 


(Continued on the next page) 
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American Sunday-School Union 
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Tog are profitable while you live and use- 
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They are not an experiment, but a long-tried 
They afford absolute security. 
The income is always paid promptly. 
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They never fluctuate or default. 
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They make provision for old age. 
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They make you your own executor. 
There are no commissions to pay. 
They put money otherwise idle to the best use. 
They make a perpetual investment. 
Assured Income Bonds create peace of mind. 





For further information about Assured 
Income Bonds, write to 


JOHN E. STEVENSON, Treasurer 
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Lesson for October 15 
Luke 3 


(Continued from the preceding page) 


branches where woodpeckers made holes 
for their nests. Because those trees 
sounded hollow and might blow down 
in a storm the other two men worked a 
whole day chopping at the roots with 
axes until the trees came down. Next 
morning they brought a big saw and 
made a bonfire in the street of the 
smaller branches and saved the rest for 
the grate fire next winter. So the peo- 
ple must have understood when John told 
them they were like trees. i 

In the river Jordan, John baptized 
those who were sorry for their sins and 
ready to do right. That is why peo- 
ple called him John the Baptist. Some 
of the people asked him, What shall we 
do? (that is right.) John said, Divide 
what you have with the poor.. When 
the tax-gatherers asked, What shall we 
do? John said, Be honest and do not col- 
lect more than is right. Then the sol- 
diers asked, What shall we do? so John 
answered, Don’t be rough or violent, 
don’t arrest any one falsely, be content 
with your wages. 

One day while John was preaching he 
saw some one coming to the Jordan 
to be baptized. John pointed him out 
as the one who was to mightier than 
himself. He was rane, who asked John 
to baptize him, which he did. As they 
came out of the Jordan God’s Holy 
Spirit came upon him like a dove, and 
a voice from heaven said; This is m 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
God had pointed out Jesus to be the 
Christ. 


Peoria, IL. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. God’s last preparation for the work 
of his Son. 

2. The character and work of John; the 
preparer. 

3. Your preparation—for what? 
how? 


and 











(7° valuation of preparation is 
perfectly illustrated by the thirty 
years so carefully proportioned in the 
childhood and youth of his-Son that we 
see a perfect manhood throughout his 
public ministry —so perfect indeed that 
we forget the true humanity of.it in our 
worship of its divinity. 

But even that Man, Jesus Christ, 
needed a final and definite forerunner, 
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one to make the last preparation for 
his work, and such a one ( sent in 
the person of John the Baptist. 


2. Ask four girls to read the four ac- 
counts of John’s work and bring to class 
a written sketch of his character, each 
as she sees it in her reading. Have the 
Outstanding features of each report 
listed on your board, and then note the 
traits repeated in all four. Will they 
not be courage, sincerity (or truthful- 
ness), unselfishness, keen vision, humil- 
ity, devotion to an accepted task? (1) 

Now ask the class to follow in their 
Bibles while one reads aloud Luke’s ac- 
count of John’s work,—the most defi- 
nite of the four, —and see if they can- 
not find instances of each of these great 
traits of the forerunner. See, in other 
words, if they agree with the “findings” 
of their own committee of four who re- 
ported on John’s character. The keener 
the discussion this arouses the better. 
If Sunday-school time permitted, the 
better way would be to reverse this pro- 
cess, and study the four accounts in 
class, getting the findings right there 
and then, after all the evidence is be- 
fore the girls. Try this if you can. (2) 


3. But the purpose of it all is to turn 
their judgment inward, to their own lives, 
helping them to search there for what 
they are getting in preparation for the 
years of independent life ahead. 
this personal issue will bring them face 
to face with this question, “Am J really 
preparing for anything, or am I just 
drifting through my youth, doing as my 
companions do, with no definite thought 
for my future?” 

John was preparing for the appearance 
and teaching of Jesus, and he knew it, 
and every word he spoke burned with 
that one thought, every thought of his 
throbbed with expectancy. till he cried, 
“I see him! Behold, the Lamb of God, 
that taketh away the sin of the world.” 
The final shape of our life work may 
not be revealed to us for- many long 
years, but the kind of work we shall do, 
the weight and purpose of our lives, are 
of our own choosing, and happy is she 
who knows and loves her work, even 
while she is preparing for it. (3) 

At a summer conference many of the 
girls sought brief interviews with one 
of the Bible teachers, to talk over their 
life choices. Of all who came One 
stands out in memory most clearly, be- 
cause she knew just what she is to be, 
and she is so happy in God’s plan and 
preparation for her life. From far Wal- 
densia her parents have come, seeking 
greater things, especially in religious 
training, for their children, and have 
settled in a little North Carolina vil- 
lage, reminiscent in name and life of 
their beloved old home, yet fuller, freer, 
happier. She is a slender, .dark-eyed 
girl, with a strength of character far 
outshining her strength of body, in the 
beautiful young face. And there lies 
her present problem. -(4) 

“Oh, I know what I am to be—a 
missionary nurse, and I am sure God 
made me just for that! I have always 
wanted to be one. God made me to love 
sick people, to love to help them—even 
sick kitténs and birds when I was just a 
little girlk And I know he is training 
me right now, in your American schools, 
for my work, and I love my work now, 
but oh, I am so afraid I shall not be 
strong enough to go when my time 
comes! Mother thinks I am not, now, 
but she is willing for me to go on get- 
ting ready.. What ought I to do to 
make sure I can go?” (5 

As I looked deep into the sparkling 
eyes, brimming over with young life, and 
told her of regular physical habits, early 
bedtime, careful dieting, no overstudy- 
ing (and she is in such a hurry to get 
through school, and so capable of fine 
mental “stunts”!) it was sweet ‘to see 
those dark eyes soften with tears, as 
she said. “Well, I am willing to give 
up anything, even fun, to go.” (4) 


Home Study 


Think cf Jesus’ and John’s prepara- 
tion, and then look your own life 
squarely in the face, and see what you 
are preparing for, and how. Then fear- 
lessly include what you see you need and 
cut what you know is wrong. 


Decatur, Ga. 
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Discriminating Sunday Schools 








Enthuse Over Our Music 








Almost daily we receive word from some enthusiastic admirer 
of our publications, concerning the great work they are doing. 
We would like to reveal the outstanding features of the fol- 
lowing publications, to any one who is not familiar with them: 


CHURCH SCHOOL HYMNAL 















It is not quite ready, but while we were preparing this advertisement a 
minister from Ohio came in and examined the dummy and pronounced 
it the greatest hymn book he had seen for the modern Church School. 
Send your name wow for a copy for examination when ready. 


KINGDOM SONGS 









Recommended to those who like bright cheery songs, yet without the 
cheap trashy stuff found in many song books. Many editions have been 
sold, and its popularity has not waned. $45 the hundred. Excellent 
orchestration. 


CHILDREN’S SONG BOOKS 









P. and J. 


Primary and Junior Hymnal and Beginners and Primary Songs are so 
well-known and widely used, we hardly need mention them. 
nating workers with children would use nothing else. 


SERVICES, ETC., FOR FESTAL OCCASIONS 


iscrimi- 
$50 and $75 for 
$35 for B. and P. 









Sunday School Workers throughout the world know the charm of our 
material for Festal Occasions. Christmas material will be ready October’ 
first. Send for our Budget. 


CHURCH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES 











A copy of the finest catalog yet’published is yours for the asking. 
will help you to make your School the best. 


We send On Approval. 
All denominational book rooms supply our publications. 





It 


Accounts opened with Churches and Sunday Schools. 












THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 


PUBLISHERS FOR DISCRIMINATORS 
PHILADELPHIA 


PENNA. 








Success 


“Since I’ve been taking 
your lessons I’ve made 
over $200 with my violin. 
Your lessons surely are 
fine.”’—Melvin Freeland, 
Macopin, N. J 
“*When I started with you 
I knew nothing about the 
Cornet or music, but now 
I can play almost any 
piece of music.’’—Kas- 
son Swan, Denmark, Col. 
Co., Nova Scotia. 
“TI want to extend the 
heartiest approval of your 
Piano Course. It has done 
more for me than years 
ofother lessons.’’ —Moxie 
Lewis, 819 Jefferson, 
Neosha, Mo. 
“The folks at home are 
delighted to hear me play 
the Organ so well. You 
have a wonderful system 
of teaching music.”’—M. 
F. Allard,Caraquet,N.B. 











U.S. SCHOOL OF MUSIC, 389 Brunswick Bldg. ,New York, N.Y. 
SE TEASE EERE ENRARE EY RE NSTI BO ONS SIS TIO GET MET TTA TINONESSETO TE 


AT HOME! 


Piano, Organ, Violin, Cornet, Guitar, Mandolin, Har 
*Cello, Flute, Clarinet, Ukulele, Saxophone, Piccolo, 
Drums and Traps, Harmony and Composition, Banjo, 
Automatic Finger Control, Voice and Speech Culture. 
be shut out of Just mail coupon 
or postal to-day for our new Free Book. Let us tell you how ‘you can easily, 
quickly, thoroughly learn to play your favorite musical instrument by note in 
our own home,without a teacher by our New Improved Home Study Method. 
ifferent, easier than private teacher way—no tiresome, dry exercise—no in- 
convenience, no trick music, no “‘numbers,” yet simple, wonderful, amazingly 


easy for even a mere child. a 

SPECIAL OFFER We want to have ONE PUPIL IN FACH 
LOCALITY AT ONCE to help advertise our 

wonderful easy system of teaching music. We are offering our marvelous les- 

sons at practically no cost, 

charges amountin merely to {VF See ee eee ee eee eee eee eee 





. Trombone, 
ight Singing, 
enor Banjo, 


No longer need the ability to pla our life. 





about the cost of sheet music, g U.S. School of Music, ° 

postage, etc. Beginners or ad- g 389 Brunswick Bidg., New York City. 

vanced pupils. Get all the g Please send me your free book, ‘‘Music Lessons’ in 

proof, facts, letters from pupils. o Your Own Home.” and particulars of your special offer. 

AMAZING OFFER and fasci- ® I am interested in the following course; 

nating New Book just issued 4 

WRITE. This is your oppor- & (Name of Instrument or Course) i 

tunity for free music lessons. & 

Write to-day for freebook and®@ Namc........ Pix ae 

full particulars. Send a _post- § Please Write Plainly 

card, letter or coupon. Please g ‘ 

write name and addressg . 

plainly. ® ak a a oe ae ee | 
Ld oan a a ons. o* State > 
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New Books for Preachers | 


TEACHERS AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 





Dr. J. H. Jowett’s 


Co Our new beet is soe 
ngth ser- 
ntemporary mens whic show 


that only in God as revealed to us in Jesus 
Christ can we find the resources to meet 


the nzeds of the human heart. $1.50. 


Money Albert F. McGarrah 


Church Finance Expert, hasa 
Talks new book on How shall a Chris- 
tian earn, regard, save, spend, 
and share his income and possessions. 


Everyone should read it! $1.25. 


Christ ‘Dr. 1. M. Haldeman's 


new book on the Fun- 
a ae. . damentals of the Faith 
should be read by every 
one perplexed by the 


and the Bible oar > 
Seven Seals Rev.C.F e Wimberly’s 


new book is 


of the A for ‘‘those who 
VPSE desire a clear 

“ » and sympa- 

THE KEY TO ~ REVELATION thetic treat- 
ment of what is known as premillennialism; 
we heartily commend Dr. Wimberly.'’— 


Christian Advocate. $1.25. 


e hd * ’ 
In His _—William Jennings Bryan's 
Answer to Darwin. The WX. Y. 
Imag Herald says: ‘‘An event of im- 
portance. A frank, vigorous, 

often eloquent appeal to revelation to the 


Bible accepted literally as the supreme 
teacher." Highth Large Edition. $1.75. 


Evangelistic Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman's 
last volume is a vol- 
Serm ume of strong, fervid, 
ons gospel addresses, emi- 

Edited by nently characteristic of 

Edger Whitaker Work one of the great evan- 
gelists of his time. $1.50, 


Thy Sea is Dr. Heary van Dyke 
Great 


fort ‘‘as an attempt to 

give utterance to certain 

OUR BOATS ARE SMALL! present-day aspirations 
not finding utterance before.'’ g§0 cents, 
In the Breaking ™.James!Vance’s 
new volume of 


of the Bread — Szesses"°" “*” 


“They all bear upon 
the general theme of the Lord’s Supper and show 
marked spirituality of thought and fervency of ex- 





pression.” — United Presbyterian. 1.25. 















B 


By G. B. F. HALLOCK of the Expositor 


A Modern Cyclopedia of Illustrations au: occasions 


Nineteen Hundred and Thirty-eight Illustrations 
A wealth of illustrative incidents, anecdotes, and other suggestive material by the 
editor of ‘The Expositor.’ A valuable handbook for Preachers. Sunday School Super- 


intendents and all Christian workers. 





Send for New List of Books for all Fields of Religious Service 
AT ALL BOOKSELLERS 





$3.00 








EVELLS 
ele) .e 









New York : 158 Fifth Ave. 





FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 





Bee a 
BOOKS 








Chicago : 17 N. Wabash Ave. 











When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times 

















Is the Bible 
the Word of God? 


By the great Scotch preacher 
W. GRAHAM SCROGGIE 












inspiration of the whole Bible. 


Word of God.” 


A book that will satisfy. 


A comprehensive and searching examination of the external and 
internal evidence, resulting in a sweeping argument for the plenary 


SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT 
1.—-It seems to be the Word of God 


(a) Evidence from its history 
(b) Evidence from its contents 


il.—It claims to be the Word of God 


(a) Witness of the Old Testament 
(b) Witness of the New Testament 


IlI.—It proves to be the Word of God 


(a) Witness of the Individual 
(b) Witness of Christianity 


Each of these main divisions is worked out and proved under nu- 
merous headings. “The conclusiveness of the evidence is not in 
any one of these answers taken by itself, but in the three togeter, 
which constitute irrefragable proof that the Bible is of divine 
origin, and therefore of sovereign authrity ; that is, that it is the 














Only $1, postpaid 
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From the Boys’ Lookout 
By Paul Teas 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


The most worth-while thing: 
What the class says it is. 


What the Christian newspaper writer 
says it is. 


What God’s own Word says it is. 











“ HAT is the most worth-while 
thing in the world?” 

For a bit of change in program, try 
copying that question on enough slips 
to go around, and are them out 
during the week. You will be interested 
to see how widely the boys’ ideas vary on 
what the most important thing really 


is. 
“Love,” “health,” “the Christian life,” 
and “foreign missions” were included 


group, but as the debate goes on, your 
boys will probably decide, just as his 
boys did, that. “love,” as 1 Corinthians 
13 defines it, is not only far and away 
the most worth-while, but that it takes 
in everything else. _ : 

It was that ability to pick out the 
one biggest and most worth-while thing 
in life that sent John the Baptist out 
to preach. And it was love that made 
his message so effective: love for the 
Messiah whose coming he proclaimed; 
love for the souls of those to whom he 
spoke. How far does God expect busy 
boys and young men nowadays to do 
personal, evangelistic work among those 
whose paths cross theirs? 

Every boy needs to remember the old 
saying, “It’s not enough to be good: 
You must be good for something.” That 
applies with force to the Christian 
life. a to let one’s character and 
example witness quietly for the Master 
is fine in itself, but the Master’s own 
life went farther than that, and so must 


ours. 

To help the boys approach this ques- 
tion of personal Christian work in a 
frank, easy way, suppose you encourage 
them to look at it from two sides, as 
the writer of a recent article in’ one 
of our large city newspapers sees it, 
and as God’s own Word talks about it. 
These sentences are quoted from_ the 
newspaper, and are signed “Mr, Good 
Faith”: : 

“There is no message men are so will- 
ing to hear as the message of the Gos- 
pel. The reason they are not being saved 
in larger numbers is not because they 
are unwilling to receive the message, but 
because it is not carried to them. 

“God does not save men until the hu- 
man efforts prepare the way. | Their 
work is to carry the message. He will 
follow with his own gracious presence. 
You cannot convert men, but you can 
speak to them about God. He will con- 
vert them. You need not be concerned 
about that. 

“Your main business in life is to fit 
into God’s plan. By prayer and faith 
and consecration you may find your 
place. Your task is made clear by the 
Opportunities you find near. at hand. 
The problem is simple. Do whatever 
your hand finds to do. Do it with your 
might. Keep to the main issue. Leave 
the result to God.” 

And now for just a glimpse at the 
many, many things that the Bfble has to 





say about the importance of doing God’s 
work first. Copy off these references on 
slips (or make up your own list) and 
have different boys ready to read when 
you call for them: Matthew 6: 33; Mat- 
thew 10: 37; John 4: 34; John 9: 4; Phil- 
| ippians 1:21, and others. 

Without seeming to force any opinions 
| of your own, try to lead the boys to 
some definite conclusions before you 
come to the close: that only God’s love 
for us has made possible our deliverance 
from hopeless sin: that the least we can 
do is to reflect a bit of that love into 
the lives of others, through prayer and 
faith and obedience to his leading: that 
as we put these first things first, and 
place ourselves quietly in God’s hands 
for the doing of such things as he may 
show us how to do, the necessary time 
and strength will somehow be miracu- 


among those advanced by the writer’s} 
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ness or comfort or pleasure as are really 
Necessary in his sight. ~ 

The thought can be introduced here 
but briefly. Pray for guidance to de- 
velop it for your class in just the right 
way. Personal Christian work is a vital 
thing, and to-day’s lesson affords an ef- 
fective, natural place to stress its im- 
portance in your teaching. 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


(To be assigned in advance for home- 
work.) 


Why did God allow Jesus, his own 
and only Son, to undergo the terrible 
strain of fasting and temptation for 
more than a solid month? 


What impresses you especially about 
the way Jesus met temptation, both be- 
fore and during the forty days? 


Do you think God ever permits temp- 
tations greater than we can endure to 
come to you and. me? Why? 


_ What is the right way for the Chris- 
tian boy to meet temptation? 


Hupson, Ounio. 


WORSHIP 


AND 


SONG — 


(Revised) 
WITHOUT A PEER 


The finest Hymns, old and new 
Orders of Service 
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THE PILGRIM PRESS 


14 Beacon Street - - BOSTON 
19 West Jackson Street, CHICAGO 
































THE GREATEST. SONG BOOK 


J . . 
Issued in 10 Years is HYMNS of PRAISE 
Par ULAR Mab-piiced 
copyrights only. 

vem tel y orchestrated. 
. 288 pp. Large type-page. 
, Send for sample and a 
3 troductorysprices. 

1 5 Male Quartet Books 

ver 100, sold 

Sacred,35c;Clover Leaf, 
35c; Concert,3$c; Good 
Luck, 35c; Brotherhood 





Hymns, 50c 
avontt LOS 
271N Culled 
trom 3 
autho orth 
$100 t % 
Ladies’ Votees( Quartets) 
Board Binding—S0Oc. 


HACKLEMAN BOOK-MUSIC CO. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


LORENZ 


Supplies All Musical Needs 
of Sunday School and Choir 


** His Worthy Praise ’’ New Sunday-school song 
book with unison martial music and orchestra score. 

**Praise Ye!’’ The new all-round song book 
which gives your altos, tenors, and bass a chance. 
Christmas Sunday School Music. Send tor our 
free packet of sample 
pages and description of 
our new services, new 
sacred and Santa Claus 
cantatas, etc. 


NEW YORK 
DAYTON, OHIO 
CHICAGO 

















Wanted —M*" to direct paysoal activities in Church 

Parish House. ust be Protestant. Not 
only able to direct social activities, but also take part 
in general work of Church. State fully in first letter 





lously provided for ‘such things of busi- 





Expenses, References, and Salary expected. Address, 
R. P. A.,; 802 Witherspoon Bidg., Phila., Pa. 
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Lesson for October 15 
Luke 3 
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Cruises to the 
5 Continen 


Rio Centennial Cruise Goctudios 
the West Indies). 45 days, Feb. 3, 1: 
on new S.S. “Reliance”, Visits West 
anama, Venezuela, Brazil, Rio 
Centennial Expo- 


sition. Rates $750 up 
Mediterranean Cruise. 65 delight- 
ful days on the famous S.S. “Rotter- 
dam”. Visiting the Azores, deira, 
on foe 
ens, oly Monte 
Carlo. Rates $625up—Feb. 10, 1923 





























Havana, wenaeen, | Francisco, Ha- 
waii, Japan, (14 ). China, Phili 
eines, Zembonnes, Java 4 days), India 
21 days). New S.Ss.* lute’ and 
“Volendam” Jan. 9 and 16,'23. $1050up 
Write for Illustrated Booklets 
Raymond & Whitcomb Co. 
22a Beacon Street, Boston 
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S. S. LESSON ILLUSTRATOR "xc 


is only $1.00 fi hole year—LESS THAN 
Don’t miss it! ‘Maslon Laweanes says: ‘There 
like as well.” Sample copy free. 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
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MESSENGERS PLANS 
MAKE MONEY 
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Our new plan of- 
fers a wonderful 
opportunity 


for you os make l 
ts 

much to promete te = ae 

areo e 
Church, the community and the Kingdom by 
placing the Gospel daily betore thousands that 
now may be indifferent. This is an opportunit 
to do real pr 
nating 7 


ctical Christian service by dissemi- 
Word and at the same time quickly 


ol 
make to are by simply placing in every 
01 3 beautiful 1923 
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SPECIAL OFFER 
To Agents and Churches 


You can easily earn your Christmas money sellin 
these beautiful calendars to your friends—Churc 
organizations can purchase them at these bargain 

rices for gifts, etc. Order your supply today. 
Bon't delay. 


. 
100 Calendars . . $20.00 35.00 $ 15.00 
200 pnd oe « 87.00 70.00 
20 0¢C«S . . 43 87.50 41.23 
rr 105.0 82.80 
600 an es 82.50 176.00 92.80 
1000 oe ~ « « 1.00 360.00 
p nf mtet be signed by postor ot 
Sruanization ordering Gre not returnable. 
* 


Single copies, 35¢; S—$1.65; 
12—$3.84; 25—-$7.50; 50—$12.50. 


MESSENGER PUBLISHING CO. 
314 W. Superior, Dept. 34, Chicago, Ill. 








- Messenger Pub. Co., Dept. 34, Chicago, Il. 5 





& Kindly ship at once....cccccesoee Scripture Text © | 
§ Calendars. We agree to pay YOu $...c.cerseereerees s 
: within 30 days after shipment. 
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The Pastor and His Hymn-Book 


OES he use it discriminatingly, and 

to the full? Many an otherwise 
good pastor fails here. He does not seem 
to care what is sung. He is only careful 
for his sermons, as if that were all there 
is of the service, The choir-master can 
select the hymns. If he is asked he says, 
“Oh, sing anything you like.” The wor- 
ship of God’s house means little to him. 
Many a minister who has known only 
the evangelistic songs of our day knows 
very little of the Great hymns of the 
ages that so richly fill a standard hym- 
nal. They may have the richest material 
for thé expression of spiritual life, the 
accumulation of the Christian centuries, 
but he knows it not, 

He should desire to have the best 
hymal the students of hymnology have 
been able to provide for us, and then he 
should explore its depths. He will show 
in this way his spiritual culture, or the 
want of it. He will not sing “Safely 
through another week” every other Sun- 
day morning, while other hymns not so 
sentimental but immeasurably richer in 
worship are passed by unused. If there 
are to be three hymns, there should be 
a choice for each. There are hymns 
for the beginning of worship and hymns 
for the continuation of worship, and 
hymns — great hymns —of Victory and 
triumph of faith—or of the coming 
glory, that are naturally for the close 
of the worship, and are worth more than 
a final point in the sermon for their ef- 
fect with the audience. A discriminat- 
ing minister will not make a mistake in 
these. 

“Oh, Gift of gifts, Oh, grace of faith,” 
sung to Valentia, is a closing hymn. It 
is out of eee for an opening of the 
service. “Love divine, all loves excell- 
ing” best expresses the prayerful at- 
titude of both the minister and his con- 
gregation after a good sermon on the 
rich grace of God in Christ. It is not 
suitable for the first hymn. The audi- 
ence is not keyed up to it. It shows a 
want of spiritual insight when it is so 
used. é 

Next to his Bible the good minister 
will pore over his good hymnal. He 
will know its riches. He will know all 
the verses of the great hymns. He will 
select his hymns with care and prayer, 
and he will find that many a worshiper 
has profited by his selection and will go 
away blessed by what he has been asked 
to sing. The poorest hymnal has gems 
that are never used. The congregation 
knows them not because the minister 
never asks for them to be sung. 

The poorest hymnal, fully used, is bet- 
ter than the richest compilation that is 
never explored. Let the minister live 
in the depths of his Bible, but, next to 
that, let.him live in his hymn-book. His 
congregation will thank him for it, and 
grow in grace by it—Addison Blan- 
chard, Denver, Col. 





With the New Books 











Evangelistic Piano Playing, and Choral 
Directing (By George S. Schuler).— 
Very brief, but practical and to the 
point, is this unique volume by a pro- 
fessor of music at the Moody Bible In- 
stitute. In these days when the piano is 
becoming more and more extensively 
used in evangelistic work, there is need 
for a manual of simple directions to 
help the average pianist make his play- 
ing more effective. Most of the tunes 
found in the hymn-books have been 
written to be sung, and a piano accom- 
paniment that is to count needs a lit- 
tle more elaborate treatment. It is in 
suggestions for the individual develop- 
ment of this treatment that this little 
volume is most ‘helpful, although it 
should be added that these suggestions 
st worked out only in their barest de- 
tails. 

There is an Introduction giving hints 
on how the pianist may improve his abil- 
ity in playing Gospel songs as written, 
and then the author proceeds at once 
to the study of real Gospel song -ac- 
companiment, commencing with various 
elementary suggestions on how to avoid 


the “choppy” t of playing that is so 
often heard, and going on to a consid- 
eration (with illusirations) of the four 
styles of evangelistic playing— the 
choral style, variation style, accompani- 
ment style, and improvising or tantasy 
style, the last being subdivided under 
the heads of cross-hand playing, con- 
necting links, broken style, nocturne 
style, chime effects, and reharmonizing. 
Affer some short notes on transposition, 
the volume concludes with completely 
worked out versions of four hymns and 
two instrumental compositions, all illus- 
trating the various methods previous! 
discussed. The treatment is not at all 
complete, and will not be of much help 
to one who is not already a fair player, 
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but it is otherwise remarkable for the 
great amount of material included in 
small compass that will be of great as- 
sistance to many average players. 

The second and still smaller booklet 
aims to give the necessary instructions 
to enable one to lead a song or direct a 
choir. There are a number of helpful 
suggestions on various matters incidental 
to conducting, but the main section is 
devoted to a study of the various kinds 
of musical time, with the correct use 
of the baton for each kind, illustrated 
by diagrams. The phrase, “the cvrre t 
use of the baton,” describes this book- 
let more accurately than its present title, 
for choral directing presents many ad- 
ditional problems which one would have 
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A great universi‘7 educator, who writes of 
the Bible : :erely as literature, has testified 
recently that knowledge of thc Bible without 
a collcse course is more valt-. ble than a col- 
leze course without the Bible. More than 
7,000 students of nearl; all a_ + and about 40 
different occupations are now t_ ing one or 
moreof the Institute’s eight Athen 
Synthetic Bible Study Course; Scofield 
Bible Correspondence Course; Bible Doc- 
trine- Bible Chapter Summary; Prac- 
tical  ristiam Work; Introductory Bible 

; Evangelis ~; Chris-ian Evidences. 

Personal direction fs civ. a every student by 

the Correspondence Department. Time, place 








Widelehia CreleUcm slele) artele me Ba: 
It Mould Your Destiny 


How are you to realize those deep longings and aspirations of your heart 
to make your life one of real service and rich blessing to many? The answer 
is, through reverent, systematic, enlightening study of the Bible. 


It is your book, given to you by God for your learning, that you may know 
the answers to life’s greatest questions, and have wisdom and power ’ r all 
your life problems. Study of it is ma 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
CORRESPONDENCE DEPARTMENT 
and you will bedelighted by the progress which will reward your faithful effort. 















easy under the guidance of the 


a :d amount of study are under your own con- 
trol. The Courses are not sold for profit—the 
prices are below cost—surprisingly low. Every 
day xo poesia. Take advantage of this un- 
equaled privilege now. Mail coupon today. 
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THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 

a Dept. 5736, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, III. 

{ Send me your prospectus givii.s complete informa- 
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liked to see the author treat in his 
clear, concise style. fi 

The first reviewed work is published 
by the Theodore Presser Company, Phil- 
adelphia ($1, postpaid), and the second 
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brothers and sisters have no ambitions 
and are not worth educating, let him 
read this vivid and most interesting lit- 
tle book. And there ase hundreds, yes, 
thousands, of boys and girls just like 


a 
e one to die, to decom . While alive we put all our powers, with the help of God and 
ie 


‘ and our brothers sacrificing their mites. But this is as a arep of water in the sea, because 
Sis! 


by the Bible Institute Colportage Asso-| Lincoln and Caroline, and just as ready 
ciation, chicago (35 cts.). and eager to respond to any chance to 

The Magic Box (By Anita B. Ferris).| learn, The work done by teachers 
If any one still thinks that our colored | trained in such schools as Hampton and 


Our First One Hundred Missionaries in Russia 


Pim hundred missionaries for Russia was the object placed before the Christians of 








this country by The Russian Missionary Society when, in November, 1920, Pastor 

William letler, with twenty-one Russian and two American missionaries, sailed from 
New York City on their way to Russia. Well, not quite two years have passed since the 
number was first mentioned, and now we are in sight of the first hundred, 


“WHAT HATH GOD WROUGHT?” 


Nearly a hundred missionaries, each having some training, thoroughly orthodox, and 
well established ir the Word of God, preaching the Word in the wer of the Holy Spirit, 
throughout Russie and Poland and other Slav countries. And w of the results? The 
missionaries go torth with trust In the Lord and without any guarantee of stipend, and 
share their own scanty supplies with starving people. They distribute American and 
British relief goods and Bibles and preach the Gospel. Whole villages have been moved 
by the Gospel, many hundreds led to the Lord, mission halls opened, and churches formed, 
Revival — yes, indeed, in & very marked degree — has been experienced by these heralds 
of the Cross. God has indeed wrought great things. 


WE MUST ADVANCE STILL FARTHER 


The cry for help is ringing loud. Millions are in dense darkness, and must have the 
light brought to them, We need to engage more missionaries at once. Mr. Fetler, the 
General Director, informs us of fifty evangelists in Russia and Ukrainia who need help and 
support, These native men know the language, and need no training other than that 
already received. They are already in‘the field, and are well qualified to do real mis- 
sionary work. All they need is temporal support. 


FAMINE IS STILL RAGING 


The crisis in Russia is not past. The famine is not over. Nay, the famine is bigger 
hen all that can be said or written about it. The Russian Trade Delegation in London 
writes: 

“It should be made quite clear that at least 3,006,000 people are not receiving any 
public uid at ull in the famine area; that 11,000,000 people who are be reached in one 
way or another are being maintained on starvation rations only; and that the situation 
cannot in any way begin to improve until the new harvest in three months’ time.” 

The Friends’ Relfef Committee of London says: 


“On the 19th of May we received the following cable from our representative in Mos- 
cow: ‘Estimated that one and a half millien will die from famine before harvest. Yield 
from forthcoming harvest, although probably high per acre, probably total only one-third 
pormal., Unless assistance given, famine inevitably continue after next year.’ ” 

We have received an appeal for help, dated April 5th, witnessed by the seal and 
signature of the Hmelevskoi Church, minister, I. Kovinchuk, as follows: . 


“Let it be known unto you that a great misfortune fell upon our dear native land 
SNussia, as destruction, falling one from God in foolishness, blasphemy, and chiefly the 
punishment from God, a hunger. e, the children living in the provinces of Ekaterinoslav 

Tavrichiev in the south of Russia, are under the trials of hunger. 

‘In the beginning of the famine somehow we strengthened ourselves with the ho 
for the future, but now it reached the agony, when the brethren began to be sick, to 


his blessings upon our labors, to slacken the hunger. We sent our delegates to Moscow and 

teff, where we received a certain help, for which we praised God, who takes care of us 
this offering, com ed with so many starving brothers, ters and children, does not 
help any, as the famine grows stronger, and with its terrors brings despair for the sur- 
rounding localities. 

“Brothers and sisters, listen to the terrors of the famine! The South, which flourished 
with verdancy, now fs barren, because a part of the trees in the orchards and in the groves 
are cut down for fuel, the herbs are burned by the heat, the earth turned into rock and 
dust, and cracked; the animals die for lack of food, and their corpses are used for food. 

“At last, the people becoming exhausted from the famine and from the use of greens, 
leaves from trees, grass, saw dust, straw, chaff, bones ground into tiour, for food, add to 
this mixture a white clay, and hot water. This is the food that your brothers and 
children use. Every one has his complexion changed, darkened, the skin clings to the 
bone, so that you can never socegnine your acquaintances in the street by their appear- 
ance. The children ask for bread. They are asking their parents, saying, ‘Papa, mama, 
mama, mama, where is the bread which we h in abundance?’ and they do not cease 
asking, ‘Give us bread,’ till the breath of their lives is out. 

“Hearing these cries, the parents are tormented in their hearts. The starving people 
fall down in the street and die; their corpses lie, because there is nobody to bury them, 
Several fumilies have died. Cases occur when the parents die, their children crawl over 
the dead bodies, and ask for bread. There are instances, the mothers have eaten their 
childrén. The human flesh with a various seasoning is sold on the market. 

“scores of children are carried out from the orphanages daily. The dead ones are 


Tuskegee is transforming and uplifting 


worthy of our utmost respect and sym- 
pathy and co-operation. There are a 
few very attractive illustrations. (Coun- 
cil of Women for Home Missions, 156 
Fifth Avenue, and Missionary Education 
Movement, 150 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, cloth, 65 cts.; paper, 40 cts.) 





Children at Home 








Insects of Prey 
By Mary M. Parks 


ED ALSTON closed his book with 
a snap and listened arog e Then 
he swung himself out of the big apple 
tree to the ground. On the other side 
of the house his young cousins were 
clamoring like a flock of excited birds. 
There were trills of alarm, squeaks of 
dismay, and some nervous laughter. 
“Oh, Ted” cried Elizabeth, as he came 
round the corner, “we have found the 
strangest creature I ever saw. It is 
like a tiny giraffe.” ; 
“And when old Sorrel neighed it 
turned its head and looked at her. It 
made cold shivers go over me. I don’t 
know why,” said Sue. 
Ted chuckled. “It is uncanny to see 
an insect show that sort of intelligence. 
I am not sure it was that. It just hap- 
pened to turn maybe. It is a praying 
mantis. I was hunting for one last 
month. I had to write a comp9sition 
on that sort of insects. It does look 
like a giraffe, but in disposition it is 
more like a tiger. It is as fierce as a 
wolf, and a great fighter.” 
The girls backed away and looked at 
it with large, fearful eyes. Ted shouted 
with laughter. F 
“It doesn’t eat girls,” he said. “It is 
a terror to other insects. It is called 
praying mantis because of the way it 
holds up those long forelegs. They are 
like clasped hands. It is not praying 
in that sense, however, but preying. It 
seizes its prey with those claws, and it 
keeps them in readiness. It is an insect 
of prey.” 
“What an awful creature, and it looks 
harmless,” cried May. 
“It is harmless to us,” continued Ted. 
“Tt destroys insects that are a nuisance 
and injurious to plant life. They fight 





buried in one pit in the cemetery. From the hospitals the half dead are taken out. 
“We have no hides of any animal which we would not use as food. All things are | 
exchanged for invaluable things, for a slice of bread. Now we are naked and are dying. 
“Brothers and sisters, please turn your attention to the crying voices of your brothers 
and sisters and children. We beg, we seek, we die from the hunger. Please do not refuse | 
us, do not despise our cry, do not decline our entreaty, and do not forget our terrible | 
condition. Who has the sympathy to divide the pieces of bread with us? Have you not 
@ compuyssion for those who are precious to Christ as you are? Do not leave us to die; | 
pray for the suppression of hunger; ask the Lord about our native land Russia. May the | 
rd help you. Open your hearts before him. There is a famine again for the year 1922. | 
The winter corn is lost, so is the spring corn. We do not know what the Lord will do with | 
our country in the future.” 


THE NEEDS OF THE WORK 


We need thousands of dollars monthly for the support of the missionaries already 
engaged and to engage and support many more. 

We need means to carry on relief work. Believers who are starving must have help. 
ze missionaries can do more effective service if they can minister temporal relief to the | 

estitute. 

We need thousands of dollars for Bibles.. Last December 20,000 were ordered printed 
at a price that made it possible to put a ible into the hands of a Russian or into a| 
Russian home for twenty-five cents. 100,000 have been ordered since, at a very small 
price. The fund is growing daily, but we need thousands of dollars more. We are pray- 
ing for funds to purchase a million Bibles. 

We need thousands of new subscribers to “‘The Friend of Russia,” because we need to 
enlist thousands.of Christians in America and Canada to pray for the work we are seek- 
ing to do, by God's help, in this needy field. Thousands are already praying, but we 
need thousands more to join them. To pray intelligently information is needed. It is 
needful that our praying friends keep in touch with the work by reading the magazine. 
We must go forward. The call of God is clear, and the time may be short. We make 
this special ofter. To any one not now a subscriber to the magazine (even though you 
had been one seme time ago and have dropped out) who sends us $1.00, the regular price 
cf the magazine for a year, we will mail postpaid a beautiful Sacred Art Calendar for 
1923. The celendar must be seen to be appreciated. It cannot be bought anywhere. It 
is purposely gotten up for a premium. Canadian readers will please send us full value of 
United States money. 

Any information cheerfully furnished. 


THE RUSSIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY “tiatxcof tines” 


WILLIAM FETLER, General Director W. S. HOTTEL, Home Director 











You Should See This New Song Book for 1922 


‘ 99 
‘THE PILOT 
Choice New Songs by Robert Harkness, Jack Schofield, -Benton D. Ack- 
ley, Scott Lawrence, Morton, Reynolds, McKinney, Sellers and Others 


Coleman’s Song Books Are Standard and World-Famed 


Round and Shaped Notes and Orchestrated—Large Plates 
PRICES—$45.00 and $30.00 per 100, carriage extra; single copy, 
55e and 40c, postpaid. 
LIMITED OFFER—Return this clipping with 2c in stamps for sample 
ROBERT H. COLEMAN, Dallas, Texas 



































each other, especially when they are kept 
in eages.. It is said that the Chinese 
cage them and match them against each 
other like game cocks.” 

“That seems wicked to me,” com- 
mented Sue. 


“It is cruel, and cruelty is one of}- 


the greatest sins in the world,” Ted 
agreed. “In the big world outside they 
hardly ever come into conflict probably ; 
and the things they destroy are things 
that prey on the world’s food supply. 
Spiders and dragonflies are in the same 
class, and. they are as useful to us in a 
small way as cats.” 

The mantis turned its tiny pointed head 
and looked straight at Ted, as if grate- 
ful for his praise; then it unfolded stout 
wings and vanished from the scene, fol- 
lowed by a chorus of shrieks. 

“T never dreamed it could fly,” gasped 
Elizabeth. 

“It certainly did fly,” chuckled Ted. 
“Its cousins, the walking sticks, have no 
wings. I’ve seen two sorts, one a slen- 
der thing about the size and shape of a 
darning-needle and pale green.” 

“What we call a devil’s darning- 
needle,” cried May. “I .always was 
afraid of them.” 

“Perfectly harmless,” Ted explained. 
“The other sort is larger-bodied and} 
about the color of the mantis, a sort of 
tan. They all look something like sticks 
or bits of wood or leaf stems, and can 
hide from their enemies when in in 
plain sight if they keep perfectly still; 
and from their prey also. Real lions 
and tigers they are to the rest of the in- 
sect world, but a big help to us.” 

“We ought not to destroy anything 
till we are sure it is harmful. I never 
will again,” said Elizabeth, solemnly. 


many families and communities, and is. 
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It is “SO EASY” 


to project good pictures 
with a 


SPENCER 
DELINEASCOPE 


Compact. Light in weight. Quickly 
set up for operation— TABLE— 
Attaches to any lighting circuit with- 
out special wiring. 

Send for Catalog K-12 


SPENCER LENS COMPANY 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 











STEREOPTICON 


FREE TRIAL OFFER 


If you do not haye a stereopticon in your Church 
or Sunday School write for our free trial offer, and 
see its wonderful possibilities. 





A Library of over 80,000 Lantern 
Slides to select from For Rental or 


rchase. 














SPECIAL 
Safety Cinema Moving Picture Machines, $150 











WILLIAMS BROWN & EARLE, Inc. 
.918 Chestnut Street, Phila., Penna. 




















3 S 6©6soONWARD MFG. CO., 
Menasha, Wis. 





BRONZE 1a0.e1s 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, jfeuhac* uichen 


oe FREE CATALOC NO wumoen is CLASS aa 


Either pin illustrated made with any 3 let- 
ters and 2 figures, one or two colors enamel. 
Silver plate, 20¢.ea., $2.00 doz. Sterling 
silver, 400 ea., $4.00 doz. Write for catalog 
"te? stefling and solid gold pins and rings. 


Bastian Bros.Co, 431 Bastian Bidg., Rochester, W.Y, 


STO VINK 
is a tented compound that turns black 
when heated very hot. One application will 
keep red or grey stove lids black a month. 
Ask your storekeeper for it. 
JOHNSON’S LABORATORY, 
Worcester, Mass., makes STO VINK. 



























































LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES Would you love to 


have your own Na- 


TREASURES IN HEAVEN tive Trainea Mis- 

sionary? and sup- 
port him for $1.20 a week ? Pray for him by Name? 
Have his report ? Would you love to support one 
for some loved one ? for a memorial ? for the Lord 
Jesus ? Write REV. H. A. BARTON, Sec’y,Box E, 
473 Greene Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y., for free literature, 


Cuticura Soap 


IS IDEAL 


For the Hands 


Soap,Ointment,Tal . Forsamp! 




















Rocers, ARK. 











R 30, 1922 





oy 
y ? 
ctures 


4 
OPE 


t. Quickly 
t\TABLE— 
ircuit with- 
12 

APANY 














your Church 
rial offer, and 
ies. 





Lantern 
ental or 




















York City. 


aentinieniemeetidteeliieiionedioan 
n Plates,etc. 


ark Place, 
ville, Michigan. 











ms black 
ition will 
} month. 


RY, 
VINK. 








you love to 
urown Na- 
‘ained Mis- 
? and sup- 
n by Name? 
support one 
ior the Lord 
ec’ y, Box E, 
e literature, 





sap 





—— 











Lesson for October 15 
Luke 3 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Bessie E. Stockwell 





October 22. Reverence and Worship. Psa. 
111 : 1-10, 

October 29. A Saloonless World, and How to 
Get It. Eph. 6: 10-18. 

November 5. Better Thinking. Phil. 4 : 4-8. 
(Consecration meeting.) 

November 12. The Meaning of Church-Mem- 
bership. Matt. 10 : 32, 33. 


Sunday, October 15 


True Patriotism : What It Is and Does 
(Isa. 1 : 16-20) 


(Citizenship Day) 
Mon.—Patriotism Acknowledges God (Deut. 
26:1-11). What man or woman would 
choose to live in a degraded, unmoral, 
heathen land where the word “home” is 
unknown? That is the penalty which comes 
to citizens of nations that ferget God. 
Tues.—Patriotism is Religious (Psa. 85 : 1-13). 
“It is for those who are loyal to the tra- 
ditions of this Christian land and hope- 
ful of its Christian destiny to lift the 
cross on high where all may see it: If 
we are to hecome a blessing to other 
nations it must be by magnifying the in- 
finite love of Him who said, ‘I am the 








RECORD OF CHRISTIAN WORK 


, East Northfield, Massachusetts: - 

A monthly review of worldwide religious thought 
and activity, with contributed articles, sermons and 
studies; departments of Bible study, devotional read- 
ing, and methods ; and reports dresses delivered 
at the famous Northfield conferences. Illustrated. 


OCTOBER DOUBLE NUMBER, 40CENTS 
Conference addresses and articles as follows : 
The Greatest Fact in History, Biahop Brent; 
World’s Chalienge to Christianity, R: E. S 
Behold the Man! an , . bas 
rsian Period in Jewish History, J. D. Jones; 
allenge to AmericanW hh »A.W. Beaven 
Necessity of Christ. John McDowell; _ 
Pharisee and Pub , Floyd W. Tomkins ; 
: Love’s Sake:(Phiiemon),.and ‘S 


. Co 
1.38 Se Baa Mitedese C. Spurs: 














staf Preaehlb, WB. McLend 
ul’s | f Pr g, W. B. Mc 3 
os tks: bum, Charles W. Abei} 
aise Limits, \J. Stuart Holden ; F : 

Power in Christian Service, Cornelius Woelfkin ; 

Did leracl Perive ts Culture from Babylonia? 

rt T. Clay; ie 

Obstinate Faith, W, L. Watkinson ; 

Book of Joshua. Daily Notes, with prayers, by 
Dr. John Gardner. Popular treatment, well bal- 
anced between scholarship and practical religion. 

All in addition to the other regular departments. 
Since all conference réports cannot be crowded into 
the fall issues the publication of Northfield addresses 
is continued through the year. 
“wo dollars a year ; Canada, £2 ; foreign, $2.50. 
Address : RECORD of CHRISTIAN WORK, Box 
605, East Northfield, Mass. 


The Bible Students’ League 


(Established 1886) 


HAS thousands of students who are rapidly 
growing in their Church community by 
Systematic Bible Study. 


Nine valuable up-to-date text books on Bible 
Study, Three Practical Courses. 








*« These books are notable for sound methods 
of teaching, simplicity, spiritual warmth, and 
for unswerving loyalty to the Bible as God’s 
infallible Word.” 


WRITE FOR INFORMATION 


BIBLE STUDENTS LEAGUE 
Dept. 8, CLAREMONT, CAL. 
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Say It With a Cheery Message | 


A GOOD WORD 
Is Appreciated By One’s Friends. Send Now For 
THE WESLEY GIFTCARD SET 
Beautifully Engraved 
Containing a spiritual message of life and faith 
CHRISTIAN PEOPLE EVERYWHERE 
Send these Giftcards to your friends 
Set of 25 Cards, $1.00, Postpaid 


HENRY F. WILSON 
Room 510-A, 522 Fifth Avenue, New York 


PREACHERS AND TEACHERS 
A LABOR-SAVING TOOL 


Indexes and Files Almost Autematically 
“*Thereis nothing to com ith it.""—Dr. 
‘An invaluable tool.” mT he Sunday Schost — 
and speedy.""—Prof. Amos R. Wells 
without reserve.""— 7 he Continent. 
Send for circulars, or the Index itself on approval. 
WILSON INDEX CO., Box A; East Haddam, Connecticut 
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Light of the world,’” writes Dr. David J. 
Burrell. 

Wed.—Patriotism Prays (Psa. 122 : 1-9). “The 
true patriot must be a leader by example 
and precept. A real faith in God and the 
cause which he represents will character- 
ize him. Moses, Joshua, Elijah, Nehe- 
miah, Paul, Luther, Wesley, and Moody 
were all men: of faith, and all great leaders 
of the people of God.” 

Thurs.—Patriotism Rebukes Evil (Isa. 1 : 10- 
20). The speaker is interrupted by thun- 
derous applause who assures his hearers 
that the world and their country is grow- 
ing better. But the great patriots of 
history have cried out the truth in warn- 
ing tones. 

Fri.—Patriotism is Constructive (Neh. 4 : 12- 
23). The Jewish patriots prayed and worked 
and watched together that their city of 
worship might be fortified. Mighty results 
have come from cottage prayer circles, 
where little groups of Christians have grip- 
ped God, . Theirs is constructive patriotism. 

Sat.—Patriotism Makes Sacrifices (1 Sam. 12: 
1-5). A great man, Samuel, above graft. 
He had not disobeyed his heavenly calling, 
and his life stood the test of close scrutiny. 


HAT a’gruesome tale is the world’s 

history, with its empires coming up 
in strength and vigor and frugality, only 
to fall a prey ‘to selfishness and immor- 
ality. If “History repeats itself,” an 
adage long proved true, what can we ex- 
pect for the nations of to-day? 

Missionaries are complaining that mov- 
ing pictures are disgusting the heathen 
with our country, leading them to be- 
lieve we are all desperadoes or under- 
world “flappers.” ° What better impres- 
sion could'-they receive from’ any were d 
newspaper with. its “old” story of hold- 
ups, strikes, lynchings, “triangle” crimes, 
and scoffing: at the: Bible, the Church, 
and the: Lord’s Day? 

““The wave of crime is sweeping over 
all the nations and reaching especial in- 
tensity in our own land. There is not 
One of the commands of the Decalogue 
referring to 'the relations of man to man 
that‘ is’ not ‘being trampled under - foot. 
... Jt is surely high time that ‘the evan- 
gelical chiirch “awoke' to a definite sys- 
tematic presentation ‘of the fundamental 
facts’ ‘of. faith. and salvation,” writes 
David 'S. Kennedy. . 

The .trye. patriot, like those of old, 
will look, ta God ,for guidance in this 
world-crisis, and lift up his voice in 
warning te his fellow-citizens, in invi- 
tation to them to seek the God of nations 
before the next “Fall of ” takes 
place, and in comforting those who are 
anticipating at length the reign of a per- 
fect. Ruler. 

“Tet statesmen: busy themselves with 
the problem. of. disarmament; let earnest 
prayer be offered in their behalf; but let 
the Christian patriots of the world see 
to it that.there is vast increase in the 
appropriation of the Divinely appointed 
armor. Encourage men to convert swords 
of steel into implements of peace, but 
by all means urge them to take and use 
‘the. sword of the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God.’”—W. L. Goldsmith. 


Why should we love our country ?7— 
A foreigner, astonished that the presi- 
dent of a large American manufacturing 
concern allowed his foremen to come di- 
rectly to’ him with their problems, ar- 
rayed aS they were in overalls and 
jumper, éxclaimed; “In my country they 
cotid not do that; and they have to 
stay in the class’ of society into which 
they ‘were ‘born.” ‘What country ever 
possessed such a heritage of freedom, 
equality,-"and opportunity to rise as 
America? 





How can we serve our country ?—“To 
religion we owe our civilization, and to 
the. Church .we, owe our religion. All 
there is in.the world to-day that is worth 
while comes from men filled with, their 
ambitions actuated by, these funda- 
mentals. of integrity, faith, industry, 
brotherly love and those factors which 
come only from God.”—Moody Monthly. 
We can serve our country by fully sur- 
rendering our lives to the God who made 
them for a purpose. 


How: can we cure our country’s 
faults?—We are powerless to rebuke 
others for sins we are soiled by our- 
selves: Let us first be true ourselves, 
and then God will be able to use us in 
helpitig others: 


SAGINAW, MICcH. 
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In September 


Who are the Fundamentalists? 

What Are They Doing ? 

What Do They Intend to Do? 

Relation of Miracles to Chris- 
tianity. 

Miracles and Counterfeits. 

God’s Warning About Mod- 


"s 
ernism. 





Answers to the above problems as applied to 
Baptists in particular, are given in the Sep- 
tember Moody Bible Institute Monthly by 
the following leading Baptists : 


REV. CURTIS LEE LAWS, D.D.; 
REV. F. M. GOODCHILD, D.D.; and 
REV. J. C. MASSEE, D.D. 


All the above for only 20 cents. Supply 
limited. Order at once. Ask for September 
Number. 


A most inte: descriptive article Rev. 
Weddell, D.D. 


In October 


The Higher and Higher Life—A. C. Dixon. 

The Kingdom in Parables— Wray. 

The Marvelous Unity of the Bible—Goodchild 

The Coming Battle— Koehler.” 

Punctuation and Doctrine—Erdman. 

Comparative Record of Two Denomina- 
tions—Layman. 


“ In. November 


A wniqes article on the denper Spisivual lie 
Rev, Gordon Watt, MLA. of Glargow Scotland 
“The Print of the Nails in Us.” 








yaryh tsesp Ay “pery entit 
oe P ainst leart ‘ st Neg 
Also a reply by Rev. James Mebnon D.D., 
ee ae of Rev. Harry Emerson Fos- 
on 
“ Shall the Fundamentalists Win >” 
Single copy any issue, 20c. 
Three months, 50c. 
One year, $2.00. 








Moody Bible Institute Monthly 
150 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 











COMIN NUNN ALLAAH LT 


Songs Rich In the Faith 
And Christian Experience 


TABERNACLE HYMNS NO. 2 
Now in its sixth editiop ; strictly inter-denomina- 
tional. Moesteriage to all general church and Sun- 
day School use. Compiled by Paul Rader; includes 
hymns adapted to every possible 
religious experience. 


ot Tabernacle 
Hymns No. 2 we bring out 
about‘all the song power in an 
audience. We like the spiritual 
tone of the book. It has a list 
of songs adapted to appeal to 
the unconverted’ and also a 


“In the use 


list that inspires Christians to 
seek the fullness of life in 
Christ. 


— WJ. Coburn, Pastor. 


WVU LULU LAs 


= 320 pages —351 songs 
Superior workmanship and qual- 
iy of “a make Tabernacle 
ymns No. 2 the most econom- 
ical and greatest song book pub- 
lished. Prices: Art Buckram, 60c; 
manila, 35c. 
Special prices in quantities. {$50.00 per hundred 
Art Buckram ; $30.00 per hundred, manila. 


MU 





Returnable copies of either book sent to music committees or choir leaders on request. 


TABERNACLE CHOIR 
For choir use only. - Includes ‘only choir music 
baving a true and straightforward gospel mes- 
sage. Compiled by R. J. Wliver, the noted choir 
and band leader, and arranged 
by Lance B. Latham, the weil- 
known pianist. 


*. ‘192 pages—82 selections 


Every number a real choir piece’ 
not a revamp from congregational 
songs. Music adapted to the 
trained choir’and to the begin- 
ner. Most of the selections are 
here available for general choir 
use for first time ; every one tried 
and proven in large mixed 
choirs. 


BEAUTIFULLY BOUND 


IUCN EN Fe A 


Bound in the same substantial 
and durable manner as the Art 
Buckram edition of Tabernacle 
Hymns No, 2. Size 6x 

inches. Prices, sing! 
copies, 75¢; per dozen, $7.75; pe? hundred, = 








COUN UALTLUNOUTT ALTE 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO.,-Room 1202—29 So. LaSalle St., Chicago, Ills. 
KG 








Something New 















RAINBOW 





605 McClurg Bldg., Chicago. 


Ready October 15th 


| A NewBook That Answers Every Need | 


1) FOR CHURCH, SUNDAY SCHOOL AND OTHER RELIGIOUS SERVICES 
h Same price as Victory Songs—Songs for Service and Awakening Songs 
BiNGlY, POMORIG......0ciccocscseceses cloth, 45c—limp, 35c—manila, 30c. 
Quant. Not prepaid.................. *  40c— “6 30c— ‘* 25c. 


Made in round and shaped notes. 
s@ SEND FOR A RETURNABLE COPY FOR EXAMINATION. 
Most of your favorite gospel songs are now recorded on 


75 cents each—Ask for our full list 


THE RODEHEAVER COMPANY 
Dept. V—814 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. | / 





rr 


RECORDS 











Victorious Life Hymns 


A new hymn book containing a choice collection of 275 of the best liked and most melodious 


sacred hymns and songs. 


.Edited by Charles M. Alexander and the 


Council of the Victorious Life Testimony. 


Manila covers, $35 a hundred ; sample copy, 40 cents, postpaid 
Cloth covers, $55 a hundred; sample copy, 60 cents, postpaid 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 








588 


78 OF Le See ee - oa toot 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





Philip Schaff Memorial 


100 eminent Divines, men of 
affairs, in Europe and America, 
are members of The Philip 
Schaff Memorial Committee 
to aid in erection in Philadel- 
phia of 








SCHAFF BUILDIN 
Now being erected 
A modern, 13-story Office Building to house 
Church and Philanthropic Agencies. Net income 


to eaute of Christian Education of boys and 
girls, 
Dr. Schaff an outstanding figure of American 
Protestantism. 
Organizer and President of the Bible Revision 
Committee, raising $50,000 for its expenses. 
Church historian, Organizer of Sabbath Com- 
me in many cities. Pioneer of Christian 
nity, 


Every Christian owes a debt of gratitude 
to him, 


Gifts of $1.00 upward are welcomed. 
Persons desiring an assured income tor life can 
invest in the Annuity Bonds safeguarded 
by valuable central Real Estate. Interest 
6 to ‘ 
Drs. George Alexander, David J. Burrell, Frank 
Mason. North, Charles L. Thoimpson, Cornelius 
Woelfkin, U. S. Senator Geo. W. Pepper, Ex- 
Provost Edgar F. Smith, Joseph M. Steele, Drs. 
Floyd W. Tomkins, . Kyle, Maitland 
Alexander, Henry Sloane Coffin, N. Y., Chair- 
man, are members of the Committee. 
For Hlustrated Booklet write—Rev. Rufus W. 
Miller, Secretary,:Reom 400, :sth.and Race Sts., 
Philadelphia, Pa. ‘Parkway ‘I'rust Co., Philadel- 
phia, is Treasurer of Committee. 











The Great Songs of Today 
GREAT 


Tabernacle Hymns 


SONG book rich with splendid hymns, con- 
taining all the latest and best Evangelistic 
congs, invitation hymns, solos, and choruses, in- 
cluding many of the standard hymn_ favorites. 
Songs that are devotional, tuneful, and spiritual. 
Eight pages of responsive readi 








S 
— 


W. C. Schofield, a well-known song leader, 
of Wilkesbarre, Penna., writes: ‘1 have 
used GREAT TABERNACLE HYMNS 
ever since its introduction, and always 
with the greatest success. can recom- 
mend it as one of the finest.-collections of 

spel Hymns thet I have been privileged 
to use in.my large experience. Every song 
is good and can be sung.” 


and be as- 


Send stamps for sample copy toda 
inding, 30c. 


sured of fine singing. anila 
Cloth binding, 40c, repaid. 


MEYER & BROTHER ¢incico,”iitinow 














“GREAT SONGS OF THE CHURCH” 


¢5° Songs; the cream from 200 books of 40,000 numbers. 
ontains: the aso ‘* choice old hymns the: church,” 
and the 200 best “‘Gospel songs’’; not a single “filler’* 
‘* A fine compilation. —Mr. Fleming H. Revell, N.Y. 
** This most.excellent.”’—Editor S..S. Times, 
“* A fine title and a fine book.””—Wm. J; Kirkpatrick. 
“Certainly gifferent.”"—Mr. Young (Gipsy Smith’s 
pianist). 

“ A fine looking book.”’—Mr. Excell, Chicago. 

Only alphabetical, self-indexing hymnal in the 
world! In rich, green art-cloth, 60c each. Address. 


WORD & WORK, Publishers, _Louisville, Ky. 








Cross-Reference Bible 


..NTED—Ministers, Sal and Salese 
ladies, to introduce the most complete 
»** Study Bible’’ ever published. Complete 
information upon request. 


CROSS. REFERENCE BIBLE COMPANY, Inc. 
152 Chambers Street, New York 

















For Family Worship 


By the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 


International Uniform Sunday 
Sunday School Lesson 
Watch Night 





NLY once in all the centuries and’ 
in all the ages will Watch Night, | 
1922, occur! It is not too early to be-! 
gin praying that it may be fervently ob- 
served in many thousands of churches 
and homes throughout America and the 
world, Nor is it too early to begin 
lanning for it. But first of all, pray! 
hen speak to your pastor about it, and 
get others to do the same. Suggest 
to hirh in an earnest but loving way that 
he call the church together December 
31 for a night of prayer for revival. 
Ask also that the Week of Prayer be 
observed, and pray that it be lengthened 
into a month or even a year of revival. 
Why not a weekly prayer-meeting in 
your own home to pray for these things? 
Don’t procrastinate! 
“The Church needs reviving TO- 
DAY!” 





October 9 to 15 
Mon.—Luke 3:1-9. The Preaching Prophet. 


Before John “came into ‘all the coun- 
try,” “the word of God came unto John.” 
He was a commissioned prophet before 
he was a preaching prophet. Many a 
modern prophet could profit by this 
prophet’s example. He himself was pre- 
pared before he told others to “pre- 
pare” (v. 4). 

PRAYER SvuccesTions: Pray for all 
Bible training schools, such as the Moody 
Bible Institute, the Bible Institute of 
Los Angeles, the Northwestern Bible 
Training School, the Philadelphia 
School of the Bible, the Missionary Insti- 
tute at Nyack, the Practical Bible Train- 
ing School, the National Bible Insti- 
tute, and such other schools as you may 
be able to name. 

Tues.—Matthew 3: 13-16. 
John Baptizing Jesus. 

John’s humility (v. 14) was exceeded 
only by that of Jesus (v.15). The man 
had “need” (v. 14), the God-man none 
(v. 15). Yet Jesus humbled himself to 
take his place with the believing rem- 
nant of Israel, to whom John’s baptism 
was God’s call to repentance. 

Pra¥eR Succestions: Pray for all 
theological seminaries, and that the faith 
of those attending them may be built up 
and not torn down. Pray for every 
young man preparing for the ministry. 
Pray against all destructive higher crit- 
icism, Pray for seminary faculties and 
boards of trustees. 

Wed.—John 1 : 19-28. ° 
John Tells About Himself. 

I am only a voice, said John, intro- 
ducing the Word. The voice is tran- 
sient, the Word eternal;.the voice hu- 
man, the Word divine; the voice that 
of ‘earth, the Word that of heaven; the 
former the usual vehicle of the finite 
thought of men, the latter the unvary- 
ing expression of the infinite love of God | 
for a fallen race. 

PrayER Succestions: Pray for the| 
Fundamentals Movement, its leaders, its | 
conferences, its platform speakers, its 
literature, its financial supporters, its 
propaganda of every kind, the churches 
which are opening their doors to its rep- 
reseniatives. Pray that Christian love 
and wisdom and courage may prevail. 
Thurs.—John 1 : 29-37. 

John Testifies to Jesus. 

John bore witness to Jesus (1) as the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away sin 
(which no Jewish sacrifice could ever 
do—see Hebrews 10:11); (2) as pre- 
existent (which was not true of himself, 
or of any man—v. 18); (3) as the Son 
of God (“the only begoften Son’—v. 
18). Jesus was therefore in a class 
wholly by himself. John’s testimony bore 
fruit (v. 37). Doés yours? 

PrAYER Succestions: Pray for all 
true modern prophets, but against gll 





(Lesson 
prpphets of modernism. Pray for the 
ictorious Life Testimony, its present 


and coming conferences, its leaders and 
Speakers and literature, and for full 
nancial provision for all its needs, 
Fri.—Luke 7 : 18-23. 

John Wonders About Jesus. 
_ How strangely different: John’s ques- 
tion of to-day from John’s testimony of 
yesterday ! as it use of his im- 
prisonment? (Matt. 11:2.) The devil’s 
favorite time to assail with doubts and 


fears is during the hour of physical or |. 


temporal distress. Even the holiest of 
men are not exempt from these deadly 
assaults. “Watch ye therefore.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
evangelists, and for the great evangelis- 
tic campaigns being begun or now under 
way in certain sections. Pray for a re- 
turn of old-time fervor and power. Pray 
that there miay be more all-night prayer- 
meetings, and more days of fasting and 
prayer. 

Sat.—Luke 7 : 24-35. 
Jesus’ Testimony to John. 

Instead of roughly. reproving, the Lord 
a remove is servant’s doubt” 
(Scofield), then bore gracious witness 
of him to others. Is there anything 
anywhere in the Bible quite equal to 
verses 33 and 34 to exemplify the criti- 
cal nature of t:.. flesh and to prove how 
hard a thing it is to satisfy? 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: A certain de- 
nomination many years ago believed it- 





self “raised up to spread 
ness over these lands.” There are those 
who feel that it has lost much of its tes- 
timony. If this be true, pray for its re- 
vival, and for revival in EVERY. evangel- 
ical denomination, 
Sun.—Isaiah 46 : 1-11. 3 
Glad Tidings from the Wilderness. 

There were not two Isaiahs, but two 
parts of Isaiah’s prophecy: ¢1) Look- 
ing toward the captivities (chaps.:.1. to 
39); (2) leoking beyond the. captivities 
(chaps 40 to 66). There was a change 
both in theme and. in style, “exultant 
and joyous” beginning. with chapter 4o. 
“Speak ye comfoftably :to’ Jerusalem.” 
Ah, but we, ‘too, are ‘comforted. as. we 
read the precious words: ofthese won- 
derful prophecies, i par 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: A pastor writes: 
“I have pinned the ‘Revival Questions’ 
over my desk in plain sight, and the pas- 
sage in Ephesians (4: 30-32). I have- read 
and re-read, and tried to preach. from 
recently. But alas, I have-bitterly failed 
along the very lines the Word condemns, 
and as bitterly wept over the failure.” 
Pray for this pastor, and for your pas- 
tor, ° 

we 


_ Do You Live in 
Georgia.or South Dakota? 


F YOU do, you will be glad to know 

that we have mailed a copy of. this 
Music Number of The. Sunday School 
Times to every Sunday-school superin- 
tendent in your state. 


1. Is there a Sunday School Times Club in 
your church and Sunday-school? If not, will 
you tell your superintendent that..we will 
furnish free of cost all that is needed for a’ 
new kind of teachers’-meeting? Then -tell | 
us how many officers and teachers -you have 
and when you want to use this very helpful 
plan; we’ll do the rest. 

2. It there is a Sunday School Times Club | 
in your own church and Sunday-school, ‘you | 
may offer to get a sufficient number of free | 
copies of the latest issue to supply each 
cfficer and teacher in the Sunday-school near- 
est to you. Then send us the name and ad- 
dress of the interested superintendent and 
the ber of copies he needs. We will tell 
him how ‘to use them in securing still. bet- 
ter lesson preparation, and how to obtain 
the lowest subscription rate. 

3. If through your effort we receive 
a club of five new subscriptions we will 
send you a copy of any $1 book in opr 
catalogue. If the result is a club of 
ten new subscriptions, we will send you 
any $2 book, as a mark of Our apprecia- 
tion of your help. 

4, Our “Get-Acquainted” offer (10 weeks 
for 25 cents) is always open to you; and we 
hope you will use it freely. Convenient Coin 
Carriers will he sent free. How many can 
you use new?.. * $ v3 


The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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Do You Want 
$200 a Week ? 


My name is Rowe and I live in a small city 
in New York State. 

Two years ago I was a baker—constantly 
hard up—living from hand to mouth. 

And yet— to-day I am a successful busi- 
ness man. Last month I made $876 during 
my spare time. I own our nine-room house. 

ve an automobile. I have money for 
books, or any other pleasures that I may 
want. I have the cash to-day to educate 
my son and send him through college. 


This Is How It Happened 


One day in glancing through a magazine I 
read an advertisement. The advertisement 
said that any man could make from a hun- 
dréd to three hundred dollars a month dur- 
ing his: spare .time. 

I didn’t believe it. I knew that I worked 
hard eight hours a day for $50.00 a week, 
and I figured ‘that no man could make that 
much during a couple of hours a day spare 
time. ; 

But as I read that ad I found that it point- 
ed to men who had made that much and 
more. In the. last paragraph the advertiser 
offered to send a book without cost. I still 
doubted... But J thought it was worth a two- 
cent stamp, so I tore out the coupon'and 
put it-in my pocket, and the next’ day on 
my way home from wark I mailed it. 

When I look back to that day and realize 
how close I came to passing up that ad, it 
sends.‘cold chills down my spine. If the 
book had. cost me a thousand dollars instead 
of a two-cent stamp, it would still have been 
cheap: . All that I have to-day—an automo- 
bile, - my. home, an established business, a 
contented family—all these are due to the 
things I learned by reading that little eight- 
page booklet. 

All the work I have done has been pleas- 
ant and easy, and withal, amazingly simple. 
I-am the representative in this territory for 
a raincoat manufacturer. The booklet I read 
was one issued by that company. It tells 
any man or woman just what it told me. It 
offers ‘to any one the same opportunity that 
was offered to me. 

The Comer Manufacturing Company are 
one of the largest manufacturers of high- 
grade tfaincoats in America: but they do 
not sell through stores. They sell their 
coats through local representatives. The 
local representative does not have to buy a 
stock. All he: does is take orders from 
Comer customers and he gets his profit the 
same day the order is taken. Fully half ot 
my customers come to my house to give 
me their orders. 

My business is growing bigger every 
month. I don’t know how great it will grow, 
but there are very few business men in this 
city whose net profit is greater than mine, 
and I can see only unlimited opportunity in 
the future. 


Why Not Try it Yourself? 


If you are interested in increasing your in- 
come from $100 to $1,000 a month and can 
devote all your time or only an hour or so a 
day to this same proposition in your terri- 
tory, write at once to The Comer Manufac- 
turing Company, Dayton, Ohio. This is their 
special: offer. They will send you, without 
any preliminary correspondence or red tape, 
a complete selling outfit with full instruc- 
tions, samples, style book, order book and 
everything you need to get started. Sign 
and mail the coupon now and in less than a 
week you can be making more money than 
you ever believed possible. 


aeaenm Mail This Coupon at Once saaa8 
THE COMER MFG. CO., 
Dept. W-63, Dayton, Ohio. 

I am ready to start as a Comer representa- 
tive if you can show me how I can make 
from $50.00 to $200 a week. Please send me, 
without any expense or obligation to me, 
complete outfit and instructions, 


Name .... 


Address 


SOOO eee eee eee Hee eee Hee Heer ereeeeeeeeeeee® 














